
August Worship 
and Preaching 

August 4—Hosea 11: 1-11, 
“Cords of Kindness, Rev. 
Darlene Figgs, Bidwell 
Presbyterian Church, guest 
preaching 

August 11—Luke 12:13-21, 
32-34, “Doesn’t He Know 
We Always Worry About 
Money?” 

August 18—Hebrews 11:29-
12:2, “Why Is There So 
Much Suffering in the 
World?”  

August 25—Rev. Liddy 
Barlow, Executive Director, 
Christian Associates, guest 
preaching 

 

 

What the 
Pastor’s Reading 

Astrophysics for People in a 
Hurry, Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Holy Envy, Barbara Brown 
Taylor 

The Universal Christ, Richard 
Rohr 

Sixth Sense 
August 2019 

From the Pastor 
The Holocaust images that are most chilling to me are not the graphic 
pictures of bones and burned bodies, as horrifying as they are. The pictures 
that send a shiver up my spine are the pictures of Nazi officers and their 
wives enjoying dinner parties, food, dancing, and drinking, when right down 
the road Jews were being sent to ovens.  

We know now that the general populace in Germany did know what the 
Nazi government was doing with the hordes of people that were being 
shipped in trains to places like Auschwitz and Dachau. We also know that 
their lives were demanding during the war: they had work to accomplish, 
homes to maintain, families to raise. We also know from trial transcripts that 
the people who worked in the extermination apparatus were “just following 
orders” and/or “doing their jobs.” 

Many will say that likening our government’s current detention center policy 
to the horror that took place in Nazi Germany is hyperbole. But there are also 
survivors of the Holocaust who are telling us that we should heed the 
warning signs in what is happening today: the lies, the apathy, the 
indifference, the rationalizations. 

We are living in grim, uncertain times. We also have work to do, bills to pay, 
families to raise. But we also hear the call of the Gospel to hear the cries of the 
forgotten, to welcome the stranger, to protect the orphan and the widow, 
because they represent the Christ among us. Each one of us can find a way to 
resist the urge to throw up our hands in despair, and join together, 
encouraging each other in the task of doing what we can to meet human 
need, resist unjust policies, and offer a beacon of hope to the despondent. 

Frederick Douglass once wrote:  

As it is in physics, so in morals, there are cases that demand irritation, 
and counter irritation. The conscience of the American public needs 
this irritation. And I would blister it all over, from center to 
circumference, until its gives signs of a purer...life that it is now 
manifesting to the world. 

We need to be better in America. I think that Sixth Presbyterian Church exists 
for such a time as this. 

In Solidarity, 

Vincent 
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Youth Group 
Happenings 

August 
Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha: Youth are 
invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy 
Mocha on Murray Ave. from 6 to 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, August 8 and 22. 

Back to School Pizza Party: 6 to 7:30 pm, 
Thursday, August 29 at Pastoli’s (1900 Murray 
Ave.). Youth in sixth grade and up are invited to 
kick off the start of a new school year with pizza 
and fellowship. 

Questions? Contact Jenny Newman at (412) 720-
6392 or jennyrunew@gmail.com 

Sunday School 
begins  

Sunday, 
September 8!  

Classes for all ages!  

Register: www.sixthchurch.org 

Kids’ Stewardship Project  
Young people ages preschool and up are invited to join 
us this Summer as we launch our kids’ stewardship 
project. We will be meeting this summer to learn about 
how to be good stewards of our church, neighborhood, 
and our city. We will be organizing kid-imagined and 
executed stewardship and service projects throughout 
the summer months.  

A kids’ meetings for planning and brainstorming will be 
held during the Community Dinners, next August 25, 
from 5 to 7 pm. Service projects will planned in addition 
to these meeting times  

Contact Jenny Newman or Mary Radcliff if you have 
project ideas or for more information.  

Community Dinners 
Everyone is invited to Community Dinner with a meal 
provided by the Deacons.  

Sunday, August 25th from 5 to 7 pm   

Summer 
Reading 

 

By Jenny Newman, 
Director of Christian Education 

Here’s what’s on my summer reading 
stack! Let me know if you are 
interested in any of these titles.  
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Sixth Church and God’s Creation 
The Sustainability on Campus 
As sustainability continues to (hopefully!) permeate almost every aspect of 
our lives, it’s worth looking at what some local universities are up to as far 
as sustainability efforts.  

Have you seen Chatham University’s Eden Hall Campus? It’s located in 
Richmond Township, around 20 miles north of the university’s Shadyside 
campus. The campus was designed to be a model of sustainability. Its 
dining halls use local produce, and solar power provides electricity. 
Geothermal sources regulate air heating and cooling, and recycled water flows through pipes. Eden Hall 
Campus has an eatery open to the public and hosts a number of events and concerts. It opened to Chatham 
students a few years ago; many students study sustainability and other environmental and agricultural 
sciences there. 

Last year, Pitt hired its own director of sustainability as part of the university’s effort to expand sustainability 
on campus. The university aims to have 50 percent of its power come from renewable sources by 2030. It’s 
also looking at upgrading more than two dozen buildings on campus to make them more efficient and green 
friendly. Some of its more visible projects include a plan to purchase a hydroelectric plant on the Allegheny 
River, scheduled to open in 2022, which will power 25 percent of the campus. Beginning last summer, Pitt has 
also used goats as natural landscapers for parts of its campus to help trim and eat away overgrown areas. 
Student-led efforts have helped make the campus more bee-friendly, plan for greener laboratories, and kept 
the pressure on Pitt to divest from fossil fuels. 

Duquesne University’s MBA in Sustainable Business Practices program partners business students with 
companies from the region, and beyond, that are looking to improve their sustainability. Students have 
completed more than 200 projects that have helped to improve companies’ waste and energy use reduction, 
greenhouse gas auditing efforts, and development of new products geared toward sustainability. These 
consulting projects are a key part of the program’s curriculum.  

These examples are just a sampling of local universities’ efforts. Let’s hope that they all keep sustainability 
high up on their agendas and act on their intent!  

—Keith Gilligoly  

The Kids’ Stewardship 
Club will be hosting a free 
lemonade stand on the 
church steps during the 
next Squirrel Hill Market 
Night on Saturday, 
August 24 from 6 to 9 
pm. A signup form for 
volunteers and parents 
will be on the church 
website.     



Better Know a Sixth Staff Member:  

Amy Whipple, Office Manager 
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We are celebrating the staff at Sixth and the work they do, which is made possible by your annual Stewardship 
contributions. This interview is the forth in a series. 

What drew you to work at Sixth Church? I had been 
attending Sixth since 2008 and very much enjoyed the 
atmosphere of the church as a whole and the weekday 
vibes of the building. When Dan began the office 
manager job in 2014, I knew that I’d like to work here 
when he was done, which I immediately started telling 
everyone. In 2015, the dream came true. Now you’re 
stuck with me until I’m dead. 

What do you like to do most when you're at Sixth? I 
love having a high-meaning job that doesn’t have the 
high stakes of, say, a pastor. Sometimes that means 
putting care into the bulletin or helping a congregant 
with her computer or having a bus pass on hand to give 
to someone in need. My favorite, favorite part of the 
week is Bible Study when everyone pops into the office 
to say hello. Spending time with my coworkers is okay, 
I guess. (They are an actual delight.) 

How would you like Sixth to make a difference in our 
world? I’ve always been drawn to our LGBT+ efforts 
(it’s why I showed up in the first place), our interfaith 

relationships, and the reminder that we’re all on this planet together. My hope is that we can continue to learn 
from people near and far how to better live out the calls for justice and love. 

What would people be surprised to know about you? Can we play Two Truths and a Lie, so the onus is on 
you to figure out the surprise? Let’s do that—high school edition. 1) I was editor of the yearbook; 2) I was a 
cheerleader; 3) I worked on W’s 2000 campaign. That was fun, wasn’t it? 

 

Now I’m left with this extra space on the page. I wish gifs worked in newsletters because my phone is full of 
them. Mostly from television shows. There’s nothing better than a spot-on television gif to drop into a text 
message. More so, though, I wish that someone else had written something that would fit here. Should I tell 
you other things about me? That’s probably presumptuous. Oh! You know what else I love about working 
here? Any time Vincent asks me to look up something in old Session minutes. Or just looking for things in the 
church archives—or any archives really. I was looking through M’s school archives this week and there was a 
folder of pictures called “kids and dolls,” and it’s exactly as creepy as you imagine. In grad school part one, I 
worked in the university library as a desk jockey, but the best days were when Miss Lydia, the archivist, asked 
me to help her. Longwood was once a women’s college—specifically, a teacher’s college—and the first time I 
saw olden days pictures of the Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children, I thought of those olden days 
pictures of Longwood before it was even called Longwood. (And WPSBC wasn’t even called WPSBC yet, 
either.) Aren’t you just fascinated by who we used to be and how we become who we are? As individuals, as 
communities, as a species? And how we just keep doing it again and again and again? 

Me and my mom and my first newspaper. You’ll never 
know what I look like in 2019 unless you stop in the 
office after Bible Study. 



Notes from the June Session Meeting 
(NB: notes from Session are pulled from yet-approved minutes) 
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CLERK’S REPORT 
Worship Attendance 5/26: 104; 6/2 (Church Picnic) 100?; 6/9: 81 6/16: 84 6/23: 82  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FINANCE: May Financials (Mary Radcliffe) 

· Detailed discussion occurred around 2 proposed divestment options, both being large cap 
diversified funds rebalanced periodically. The current goal is to further align Sixth Church’s 
investments with its Earth Care values without compromising on desired returns. Discussion was 
tabled pending additional data Mary R plans to obtain around the current portfolio’s performance 
over the past 10 years. 

· Discussion around a bequeathed monetary gift from the Epley family. It was referred to the 
Executive Committee to offer a recommendation to the Session at its August meeting.  

HOUSE: (Leslie Kaplan) 
· Progress of basement projects discussed (including Ridinger room’s ceilings, beams, and new 

plaster, as well as kitchen drawers and cabinet repairs).  
· A new lock was installed on the ramp side door, and a new gradual closer on main side door.  
· Leslie plans to write a letter to the condo adjacent the church reminding them of their landscaping 

responsibility along the edge of their property and driveway.  
· Kirk Howe has made progress with the hearing assistance device research, funding possibility is 

being pursued, Executive Committee to further discuss.  
· Greg Winner plans to install standard dead bolt in upstairs bathroom soon during remodeling 

project.  
· 5% property insurance discount is being considered, it’s reportedly offered after watching online 

safety videos.  
· First stained glass window is gone, Leslie will dispense 2nd payment of $8,975 to Hunt Glass.  

Þ Motion to approve the contract for the 2nd (4-lancet) window, total projected cost $121,900. ¼ 
payment ($30,475) is due soon to Hunt Glass, motion passed no objections. 

PERSONNEL:  
Þ Motion to approve Kit Ayars and Chris Pistorius to be the session representatives on the 2019 

Congregational Nominating Committee (at large members are Kate Davoli, Mary Lang, Judy 
Schryer, and Peter Gilmore) was passed without objection. 

DEACON’S REPORT (6/19/19 minutes) Reviewed, no concerns/questions.  

REPORT FROM PRESBYTERY (5/23/19 minutes) Reviewed, no concerns/questions. 

MODERATOR’S REPORT  
· Pastor Vince reported pastoral care news 

 OLD BUSINESS  
· Lazarus Interviewer report and the Presbytery Lazarus Report were reviewed. Jason Shifflet and 

Rob Beswick are serving on the Presbytery steering committee that hope to revamp the Fund for 
rollout in 2020.  

NEW BUSINESS  
Þ Motion to approve that the Pittsburgh Camerata Christmas Concert be held at Sixth on Saturday, 

December 14 at 7:30 pm was passed with no objections.  
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On April 28, Lynn Kawaratani joined Sixth; however, 
someone (not to name names) did not get Lynn’s picture at 
the time. But here she is now! 

Welcome, New 
Member! 

· A summer fellowship gathering for elders, deacons, and their families has been set for Thursday 
night, July 25 at 5 at Mary Radcliffe and John Tantolo’s home.  

· Should the summer temperatures become intolerable, the Pastor and Music Director will make 
decisions on a week-to-week basis as to whether to move worship to the Chapel. 

· The Deacons Community Dinner and Children’s stewardship planning have been cancelled to 
accommodate the Sunday afternoon funeral for Nancy Wells.  

· Several groups have been requesting the use of our space recently, which has so far been a positive 
situation. 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 
Þ Motion to approve the Feasting on the Word Scope and Sequence Curriculum for the 2019-2020 

Sunday School year, passed without objection.  

· Church & Community: Multiple events/seminars are scheduled for the late summer and fall. After 
discussion, it was decided not to endorse the upcoming Washington DC action to rebut CUFI 
(Christians United for Israel).  

· Earth Care: Final allocation recommendations to Church and Community were for ~$573 to the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, $650 to the Group Against Smog and Pollution (GASP), and 
$650 to the Plastic Pollution Coalition. $200 was set aside to cover reimbursement for recycling 
expenses incurred by people at Sixth. 

· Justice Team: Recent PINN Banquet was successful with more money raised than last year, despite 
lower attendance. 

· More Light Pride Wrap-Up: Many people really liked Sixth Church’s flat Jesus and the giveaway 
pens, a fun event for all.  

NEXT MEETING 
No session meeting in July, instead there will be the potluck party announced above. The next stated session 
meeting will be on Wednesday Aug 7 at 7:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jennifer Joy, Clerk of Session 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1  

Checkers 
Delabar 

Gregson Vaux 

2  3  

John Sennott 

7:00 pm, NA 

4  

Bob Gersch 

10:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

5  

Norma 
Farquhar 

7:00 pm, NA 

6  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

7:00 pm, 
Sabeel and 
Palestinian 
Liberation 
Theology 

7  

Verna 
Robinson 

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm, 
Session 

8  

Chris 
McDonald 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

9  10  

Nora Johnson 

7:00 pm, NA 

11  

Anna Watt-
Morse 

10:00 am, 
Worship 

11:00 am, 
Christian 
Education 
Committee 
(Jenny’s 
Office) 

8:00 pm, NA 

12  

Denise 
DeJong 

Beverly 
Gaddy 

7:00 pm, NA 

13  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

14  

Paul Watt- 
Morse 

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

15  

Kathi 
Robinson-
Dassell 

16  17  

Dee Hunter 

Josh Lowe 

7:00 pm, NA 

18  

10:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

19  

Lesa 
Rosamond 

7:00 pm, NA 

20  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

21 

Olivia Van 
Dyke 

  

22  

Sixth Church 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

23  

Malcolm 
Juring 

24  

Dante 
McDonald 

7:00 pm, NA 

25  

Dex Guyette 

10:00 am, 
Worship 

5:00 pm, 
Community 
Dinner / Kids' 
Stewardship 
Project 

8:00 pm, NA 

26  

7:00 pm, NA 

27  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

28  

7:00 pm, 14th 
Ward 
Democrats 

29  

Myra 
Kazanjian 

Chris Sennott 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

30  

Robin Bower 

31  

7:00 pm, NA 
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August 2019 — Events and Birthdays 



Food for Thought... 

The Deadline for the 
September newsletter is 
August 15th. Please email 
articles and announcements 
to Amy in the church office 
(office@sixthchurch.org).  

You can also put printed 
copies on her desk.  

Thank you! 

“We have proved, sitting eating, sitting talking, that we can add to the 
treasury of moments.... We are creators. We too have made something that 
will join the innumerable congregations of past time. We too, as we put on 
our hats and push open the door, stride not into chaos, but into a world that 
our own force can subjugate and make part of the illumined and everlasting 
road.” —Virginia Woolf 

“Sometimes all we want is respite from traffic and the sound of other voices, 
to inhabit the white space in the book, to listen to the silences, each space a 
mystery, descending light from the stars.”—Ander Monson  

“All the stories are here, silt-packed and fossil-stored. The book of the world 
opens anywhere, chronology is one method only and not the best. Clocks are 
not time. Even radioactive rock-clocks, even gut-spun DNA, can only tell 
time like a story....’Tell me the time’ you say. And what you really say is ‘Tell 
me a story.’” —Jeanette Winterson  

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we 
acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our 
Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper 
understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation. 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412-421-2752 

office@sixthchurch.org 

www.sixthchurch.org 

Dated Material – Do Not Hold 

Address Service Requested 


