
May Worship 
and Preaching 

May 5—John 21:4-14, 
“Inapparent Presence” 

May 12—Revelation 7:9-17, 
“Why Do We Need the 
Book of Revelation?” 

May 19—Rev. Myra 
Kazanjian preaching 

May 26—More Light 
Sunday, Ruling Elder Kate 
Davoli preaching 

Sixth Sense 

May 2019 

From the Pastor 
 

The heart of our faith is that God brings life out of death. Interpret it any way 
you want: physically, literally, metaphorically, symbolically. But the truth we 
testify to is that God can enter into the deepest negations and create brand 
new possibilities, completely new space for life, new energy to follow and be 
obedient, new ways of peace and joy. 

A friend of mine used to say that Easter seals the deal. On that dread Sunday 
morning the women discovered that the Jesus who had been executed by the 
state was alive and on the loose; death had no power over God’s desire that 
we might have life, and have it abundantly. The death systems of the empire 
have no grip on Him, even though they executed Him. 

It is a startling invitation to us. We are offered the opportunity to die to the 
old assumptions about wealth and power and control, in order to embrace 
this new life of glad obedience. God is ready to give us new life, more ready 
to give than we are to receive.  

He is risen! 

Vincent 

Upcoming Events 
May 1 International Workers’ Day March, 5:30-9 pm, Sixth Presbyterian Church: On this evening, we will 
remember workers without borders who daily make great sacrifices to survive. We will remember immigrants 
and slaves who worked without any remuneration. The march will begin at 6th and be followed by food and 
music on the front grounds.  

May 2 Team 26: Peace, Hope, Love Sponsored by Cease Fire PA, Squirrel Hill Against Gun Violence, and 
Moms Demand Action: Team 26 is a team of 26 cyclists who have toured the northeast each year to deliver a 
message to DC legislators to reduce gun violence. They will be arriving at Sixth on May 2, Thursday, at 
approximately 3 pm for a ceremony. Please come an attend and support their mission! 

May 8 Iraq Partnership Network, 7-8:30 pm:  Rev. Matthew Fricker, the Associate Pastor of John McMillan 
Presbyterian Church and Iraq War veteran, will tell the story of our support for the mission of the 3 remaining 
Reformed Presbyterian Churches in Iraq through the Peace and Global Witness Offering. This work of the 
PCUSA brings reconciliation to Iraq veterans troubled by the damage that was done to the Iraqi people and the 
environment, and how the churches are providing, under great duress, a witness for education and 
empowerment in a place hostile to Christian service and witness.  
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Youth Group 
Happenings, May 

Sunday School—Sunday school class for junior 
and senior high will be held each week (10 - 10:45 
am) upstairs in Jenny Newman’s new office Join 
Amy Whipple and Jenny for discussion on the 
week’s scripture passages, current events, and 
other assorted topics. Breakfast treats provided! 

Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha—Youth are 
invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy 
Mocha on Murray Ave. from 6 to 7:30 pm on 
Thursdays, May 2, 10, 16, and 23.   

Questions? Contact Jenny Newman at (412) 720-

6392 or Jenny@Sixthchurch.org 

Ukulele Club 
Ukulele Club for 
children and youth 
who want to learn. 
We will meet twice 
a month before 
Sunday school from 
9:15 to 9:45 am. Kids 
in Kindergarten and 
up are welcome to 
participate!  

We some classroom 
instruments for those who are interested in trying it 
out or feel free to bring your own! 

Upcoming dates: May 12, 26 

May 26: last day of 
Sunday School! 

June 2: Worship in the 
Park (more 
information to follow) 

Mark Your Calendars! Adult Education    

Join us at 10 am, Sunday, May 12, in the Chapel when we 
will welcome guest speaker Ted Hoover, Community 
Safe Zone Coordinator for PERSAD.   Ted will present a 
special Program “Still, They Resisted.” 

“Still, They Resisted” is a program celebrating some of 
the unsung heroes of the LGBTQ+ movement.  Of course, 
we all know Harvey Milk and Ellen DeGeneres … but do 
you know who Brenda Howard is and how she created 
the Pride events we still celebrate today?  Do you know 
what happened when Aaron Fricke announced, for the 
first time in America, he was going to take another boy to 
the school prom?  We’ll talk about, among others, Tony 
Kushner and Perry Watkins, Marsha P. Johnson and 
Michael Callen.  One of the challenges the LGBTQ+ 
community has faced is having our history go 
unreported, “straight washed” or taken away from us. 
“Still, They Resisted” shows that we’ve been here and 
queer and fighting for a long time.  
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Save the Date! October 11-13 

Women’s Weekend at Crestfield! 

Plan to come for the whole weekend or just Saturday. 

We are trying a new format this year so you can choose how you want to recharge. 

It will be a weekend for respite and reflection with topics of your choosing. 

It is also a great time to get to know each other better and enjoy the company. 

Any questions, please see Pam Howe 

Belts and Shoelaces  
for the Border 
About 300 immigrants a day cross into the U.S. at the Mexico-Texas border 
near San Juan, TX. ICE confiscates belts and shoelaces. Donated clothing is 
often too big for immigrants so belts are important! 

Please donate: 

• Belts new or gently used, children’s sizes and adult small and medium 
sizes are best but all are welcome 

• New shoelaces 

Art Show!   
There will be an art show in 
the Ridinger Room following 
church on Sunday, May 
26. Imagined and hosted by 
our own Sadie and Eve, it will 
feature artwork from our 
young friends at Sixth. Come 
downstairs and take a 
look! Artwork from anyone is 
welcome! Please bring your 
creations to Jenny Newman in 
the church office to be 
included.  

Graduates! It's that time of the year again! If you, anyone one in your family, or know of any friends 

of Sixth Church that are graduating from high school, college or beyond please let us know! Email any 
graduate information to Jenny Newman at Jennyrunew@gmail.com.  



Better Know a Sixth Staff Member:  

Jenny Newman, Director of Christian Education  
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We are celebrating the staff at Sixth and the work they do, which is made possible by your annual Stewardship 
contributions. This interview is the second in a series. 

What drew you to work at Sixth Church? A friend of mine saw that 
Sixth Church was looking for full-time children and youth ministry 
staff and suggest I check it out. "That church is your vibe," she said. 
And she was right!  

I wanted to explore working at a church in an urban 
neighborhood. I was drawn to Sixth because of its More Light 
designation and was sold when I met all the wonderful people who 
are a part of the Sixth Church family.  

What do you like to do most when you're at Sixth? I love stories—
so sharing Bible stories and reading books with the kids are among 
my favorite things. I also love the time that I get to spend with our 
youth at our weekly coffee fellowship. It's a chance to check in, play 
games, and have some real conversations about what's going on in 
their lives. I love working with our staff. I have creative, 
collaborative, and very funny co-workers and I have to say I learn 

something new from them almost every day. We often get to eat lunch together and it's my favorite part of the 
day,  Lastly, I love the times when I get to be in worship and sing and pray with our church community.  

How would you like Sixth to make a difference in our world? Sixth is a church that is already making a 
difference in its neighborhood, city, and the world with its commitment to social justice, equality, and 
inclusion.  I would like for Sixth to continue to be a place where children and youth can come to learn about 
God, ask all the questions, and feel a part of a loving community.  

What would people be surprised to know about you? 1. I've never seen the movie Frozen. 

2. I have a bachelor of science degree in Communications and worked as a newspaper reporter, page designer, 
and editor for seven years before venturing into the world of church work.   

3. I live in the forest! My husband and I live in Hopewell Township, Washington County, on four acres that is 
mostly woods. We are nestled between farmland and a very old Presbyterian Church with a lovely and 
sometimes very creepy cemetery that connects to our property. We have four cats and a very happy 
puppy.  We also share the property with a menagerie of birds, fox, squirrels, raccoons, groundhogs, 
chipmunks, and peacocks that all hopefully stay outside.     

Drive for Cleaning Supplies 
Thank you to all the generous people who gave cleaning supplies to 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry. The staff will distribute the items during 
the next few weeks, especially to those having to move to new apartments. 

—Jane Fox and Jane Opgaard 



CLERK’S REPORT   
• Worship Attendance… 3/31: 156, 4/7: 145, 4/14: 142, 4/18 (Maundy Thursday) 42, 4/21: 260 

 Motion to approve Elizabeth Miller by letter of transfer from the First Presbyterian Church of Springfield, 
NY was passed unanimously. 

 Motion to approve Brenda Jordan by letter of transfer from Shadyside Presbyterian Church was passed 
unanimously. 

 Motion to approve Lynn Kawaratani from Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church in Bethesda, MD was passed 
unanimously.  

• Clerk Jennifer Joy reported on the completion of the annual Session Minute Review with the Presbytery on 
4/13/19. The 2018 minutes were approved with two exceptions… documentation was present of the 
baptism approval before the event but not afterward, and documentation of the commissioner(s) to 
Presbytery meetings with report back to Session was missing. 

• Next Presbytery meeting is in May, Pastor Kolb and two elders 
(possibly Phyllis Rupert and Carol Emerson) will plan to 
attend. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
• No questions/concerns regarding Treasurer’s report. 

• Stewardship postage costs will start to come out of the regular 
Stewardship budget. 

• Quarterly committee expenditures were detailed in this 
report…the feedback from the committee chairs was very 
positive, noting that the greater level of transparency should be 
helpful not only for the individual chairs, but for anyone 
reviewing budget info. 

• Capital Campaign receipts at the end of 2018 totaled 
$201,194.75 (budget line item 257). As approved by session in February, 5% of this amount is being divided 
among the four mission partners, so checks in the amount of $2,514.93 will go to each agency: Clean Air 
Council, Judah Fellowship, Pittsburgh United, and Wilkinsburg Community Ministries. Letters were 
generated for each agency explaining this, and will be mailed this week.  

HOUSE 
• The First Capital Project was completed…concrete patio, steps and wall by DeBucci and sons, $25,255. 

• Kitchen fan was rebuilt and reinstalled, hood cleaned. Additional remodeling/repairs will be done soon, 
along with wall painting. 

• Concerns had been raised around DeBucci allowing cement water runoff to flow into the condo parking lot 
drain…general consensus was that while waste water is more typically drained at a curb, it all goes into 
the same sewer system, so no further action should be necessary. 

• Restoration of the memorial window for John McCall is underway by Hunt Glass.  

• Elder Greg Winner is pricing out parts for the work needed in the upstairs bathroom to enhance 
accessibility. 

OLD BUSINESS   

Notes from the April Session Meeting 
(NB: notes from Session are pulled from yet-approved minutes) 

5 



6 

Lazarus Fund Meeting—discussion occurred around reasons for current program evaluations, noting that the 
Lazarus Fund hasn’t been thoroughly assessed or altered since it’s inception in the 1980s. Jason Shifflet and/or 
Rob Beswick will be invited to report back to session after their relevant meeting on 6/12. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Reminders about upcoming events Sixth Church plans to support/host include… 

• Squirrel Hill Against Gun Violence Rally (6 month remembrance of the Tree of Life Massacre) Sun 
4/28 1-3pm at Temple Sinai 

• International Workers Rally, Wed 5/1 5:30pm to start and end at Sixth Church 

• Presentation on a recent peacemaking mission to Iraq, Wed 5/8 7-9 pm at Sixth Church. 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION  

Worship:  

 Motion to approve Rev. Myra Kazanjian to preach on Sunday 5/19 was passed with no objections. 

Justice Team:  

 Motion to approve person-to-person solicitation using a Sixth Church Ad for the PIIN Banquet taking 
place May 19th (with Diane Nash as keynote speaker) was passed unanimously. 

 Motion to approve an education and action event on the proposed Allegheny Independent Police Review 
Board legislation to be held on June 5th at Sixth Church (with County Council Paul Klein) was passed 
unanimously. 

• Suggested listening campaign discussed, may no longer be a priority given recent Church and Community 
congregational meetings regarding mission exploration around social justice issues. PIIN reportedly 
conducted listening campaign w/in the past few years as well. 

Adult Education:  

 Motion to approve Gestalt Pastoral Care Healing Group meetings for May 8, 15, 22, and 29 at 7 pm at Sixth 
Church led by Reverend Betty Voigt (this is a follow up series of classes to the two Grace and Trauma 
sessions which occurred early in Lent) was passed unanimously. 

Earth Care:  

 Motion to approve that Session pursues divesting from fossil fuels with our endowment through 
Presbyterian New Covenant Funds was passed unanimously. 

• Suggestions were made to contact Presbyterian foundation rep Rev. Elly Johns-Kelly to learn the extent 
that fossil fuels currently play in the investment, and to choose only socially conscious funds going 
forward. 

Christian Education:  

 Motion to approve Sunday School Art Show on 5/26 was passed unanimously. 

Fellowship:  

Agape Meal on Maundy Thursday and Deviled Egg reception on Easter Sunday were well received and 
appreciated. Kitchen renovations are in progress. 

NEXT MEETING: May 22, 2019, 7:30 pm  



On April 28, we dedicated a stained glass window in the sanctuary to Pastor Emeritus 
John McCall. Visit our website to hear John’s remarks on the occasion. Thank you to 
Leslie Kaplan for facilitating the window restoration and to everyone who helped with 
the reception after worship. And thank you, of course, to John for everything.  
 

Pictures by Linda May, Lesa Rosamond, and Amy Whipple 
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May 2019 — Events and Birthdays 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1  

Tom 
Cummings 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

3:00 pm, 
Fiberarts 
Guild 

5:30 pm, 
International 
Workers Rally 

2 

12:00 pm, 
Pittsburgh 
Calligraphy 

3:00 pm, Team 
26 arrival 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

3 

Sharon Van 
Dyke 

  

4  

Jan Maxwell 

7:00 pm, NA 

5  

Marathon 
Sunday 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:15 pm, 
Church & 
Community 

5:00 pm, Sixth 
Community 
Meal 

8:00 pm, NA 

6  

7:00 pm, NA 

7  

7:00 pm, 14th 
Ward 
Democrats 

8  

10:30 am, Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm, 
Presbyterians 
in Iraq 
(Chapel) 

7:00 pm, Small 
Group for 
Inner Healing 

9  

12:00 pm, 
Pittsburgh 
Calligraphy 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

10  11  

7:00 pm, NA 

12  

Leslie Kaplan 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

10:00 am, 
“Still, They 
Resisted”  
(Parlor) 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

13  

7:00 pm, NA 

14 

Gail Luley 

  

15  

10:30 am, Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm, 
Deacons 

7:00 pm, Small 
Group for 
Inner Healing 

16  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

17  18  

11:00 am, 
Family Retreat 

7:00 pm, NA 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

19  

Family 
Retreat 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:15 pm, 
Church & 
Community 

8:00 pm, NA 

20  

7:00 pm, NA 

21  

Mikki 
Danielson 

Maggie 
Ritchey 

David Wood 

22  

10:30 am, Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm, Small 
Group for 
Inner Healing 

7:30 pm, 
Session 

23  

Erin 
Cummings 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

24  25  

7:00 pm, NA 

26  

Karl Greenley 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

27  

Chris Gaul 

7:00 pm, NA 

28  29  

10:30 am, Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm, Small 
Group for 
Inner Healing 

30  

Cliff Johnson 

7:30 pm, Choir 

31  

Marnie 
Bertolet 
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May 2019 — Events and Birthdays 



Food for Thought... 

The Deadline for the June 
newsletter is May 15th. 
Please email articles and 
announcements to Amy in 
the church office 
(office@sixthchurch.org).  

You can also put printed 
copies on her desk.  

Thank you! 

“It’s TV; it’s comfort. It’s a friend you’ve known so well and for so long you 
just let it be with you, and it needs to be okay for it to have a bad day or 
phone in a day, and it needs to be okay for it to get on a boat with LeVar 
Burton and never come back. Because eventually, it all will.” —Abed Nadir, 
Community 

“You know the really great thing about television? If something important 
happens, anywhere in the world, night or day... you can always change the 
channel.” —Jim Ignatowski, Taxi 

“More than jazz or musical theater or morbid obesity, television is the true 
American art form. Think of all the shared experiences television has 
provided for us. From the moon landing, to the Golden Girls finale. From 
Walter Cronkite denouncing Vietnam, to Oprah pulling that trash bag of fat 
out in a wagon. From the glory and the pageantry of the Summer Olympics, 
to the less fun Winter Olympics. So please, don’t tell me I don’t have a 
dream, sir. I am living my dream.” —Kenneth Parcell, 30 Rock 

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we 

acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our 

Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper 

understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation. 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412-421-2752 

office@sixthchurch.org 

www.sixthchurch.org 

Dated Material – Do Not Hold 

Address Service Requested 


