June and July 2019

Sixth Sense
From the Pastor
Jesus affirmed that it is possible to be in the world in a new way, to be
present to people around us with compassion.

Our usual way of being in the world is to be anxious, to be constantly pressed
and harried and worried, which immediately translates into defensiveness
and fear, a determination to keep what we have, to assume the worst about
those who think and act differently than we do.
In the face of this anxiety, Jesus asks us a question which doesn’t require an
answer because the answer is so obvious. It is the question that stops all our
protests and explanations and rationalizations. Which of you, being anxious,
added an inch to your lives?
It’s an embarrassing question, because, of course, it is true. Being defensive
and frightened and miserly has never resulted in a life that is full and
grateful. But we do it partly because we don’t know a better way. We do it
partly because its our habit in rich, self-satisfied America.
In response, Jesus always suggests a more excellent way, “seek the kingdom
and God’s righteousness.” In other words, ‘get your mind off yourself long
enough to care; be concerned enough about the well-being of the human
community around you that you no longer worry about your place and your
vested interests.’
The invitation is to get involved in what makes for human happiness:
nurturing others, making our institutions effective, cultivating relationships
that are safe, loving, and mutual. Give ourselves to these endeavors, and we
will no longer have to defend how it used to be, or worry about what will
happen to what we have.
What an invitation in this season of the Spirit!
Peace!

June Worship
and Preaching
June 2—Picnic Sunday,
Highland Park, Jenny
Newman preaching
June 9—Pentecost Sunday,
Acts 2:1-13, “Dangerous
Creativity”
June 16—John 16:12-15,
“Christian Koan”
June 23—I Kings 19, “Still
Small Voice”
June 30—Luke 9:51-62,
“Finding a Way to Live
Better”

July Worship
and Preaching
July 7—II Kings 5:1-14,
“Character Requires
Courage”

Vincent

July 14—Luke 10:25-37,
“Right Answer”

What the Pastor Is Reading

July 21—Amos 8:1-12,
“Famine in the Land”

Fatal Discord: Erasmus, Luther and the Fight for the Western Mind, Michael
Massing
Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel, Kate Bowler

July 28—Luke 11:1-8,
“Teach Us to Pray”

Youth Group
Happenings
June and July
Pride Parade—Want to march with our church
group for the Pride parade downtown? Contact
Jenny for more information and to sign up. The
parade is Sunday, June 9 at noon. We will leave
from Sixth church immediately following worship
and take the public bus downtown.
Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha—Youth are
invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy
Mocha on Murray Ave. from 6 to 7:30 pm on
Thursdays, June 6, 20 and July 18. Questions?
Contact Jenny Newman at (412) 720-6392 or
Jenny@Sixthchurch.org

Summer Worship
Begins June 9 at 10 am!
Summer Child Care: Nursery care for our
infants and toddlers will be available
throughout the summer from 9:55- 11:15 am.
Extended Session for children in preschool
through second grade; children will be
dismissed from worship following the Time for
Children. The Extended Session for the older
children will not meet during the summer.
Children are always welcome in worship!

Celebrating Graduates!
Bela Berg graduates
from Fox Chapel High
School. She will be
attending the
Savannah College of
Art and Design.
Grace Brennan
graduates from
Woodland Hills High
School. She will be
attending Chatham
University.
Beth Hoffman has received a Master’s Degree in
Public Health from the University of Pittsburgh. She is
beginning a PhD in Behavioral and Community
Health Sciences at the University of Pittsburgh.
Hanna Pistorius graduates from CAPA. She is
attending Drexel University.
Ralph Pistorius has graduated from Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA) with a four-year
Certificate in Fine Arts, Printmaking. He hopes to
teach in the fall.
Glenna Van Dyke graduates from Fox Chapel High
School. She will be attending The College of Wooster.

Community Dinners
Everyone is invited to Community Dinners hosted by the
Deacons on Sundays this summer from 5 to 7: June 30,
July 28, and August 25

Kid’s Stewardship Project
Young people ages preschool and up are invited to join us this Summer as
we launch our kid’s stewardship project. We will be meeting this summer
to learn about how to be good stewards of our church, neighborhood, and
our city. We will be organizing kid-imagined and executed stewardship
and service projects throughout the summer months.
Kid’s meetings for planning and brainstorming will be held during the
Community Dinners planned for 5 to 7 pm June 30, July 28, and August
25. Service projects will planned in addition to these meeting times
Contact Jenny Newman or Mary Radcliff if you have project ideas or for
more information.
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Bibles Awarded
Bibles are
awarded
each year
to Sunday
school
students
completing
Third
Grade. This year those
receiving Bibles are: Eve
Guyette, Alexsey Chesnavich,
and Elijah Chesnavich

Above: end-of-Sunday-School art show, hosted by Sadie DeLucia and Eve Guyette
Below: Family retreat
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Sixth Church and God’s Creation
You've wondered, Can this be recycled? Check
RecycleThisPittsburgh.com for the answer
The Single-Use Plastics (WhatSUP) Challenge is a citizen-led,
multi-denominational and secular initiative address the
problem of single-use plastics on a community-wide scale.
Recently some participants in the initiative have developed a
key recycling-answers website: recyclethispittsburgh.com that
aims to providea comprehensive source to help answer which
items can and can't be recycled.
Participants have divided themselves into teams with a specific
focus. The recycling education team began with the premise
that keeping more plastics out of the landfill is low-hanging
fruit that must be addressed, even as the long-term goal is to
reduce the use of plastic packaging. Members researched the
City of Pittsburgh's recycling policies and asked the city's staff
questions about what we all recently learned from media reports regarding changes in the recycled-materials
market.
These members developed the website recyclethispittsburgh.com to help address the most common
questions and mysteries of recycling (for now, it's focused on the City of Pittsburgh). There are links on the
website to make comments and corrections and to recommend tricky-to-recycle items for inclusion.
The site is an excellent resource for all of us who hope to recycle right! Even though it's focused on sharing
the City of Pittsburgh's recycling rules and acceptable recyclables, it provides good recycling guidelines and
answers that may apply to other boroughs.
We know that recycling isn't a perfect system and that reduction and reuse are best. But by recycling
responsibly, and correctly, we'll make the system, and the earth, better off.
—April Clisura

City Recycling Facts

Caps and lids of all kinds DO NOT go curbside:
•

Metal lids or soup can tops: scrap bin at Construction Junction loading bays or City’s 5th
Division drop-off location

•
•
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Plastic lids: #5 lids can go to South Hills Whole Foods Gimme 5 bin or mail to Gimme 5

•
•

•

•

•

#1, #2 and #4 clamshells, cups, tubs and tub lids
#3 (never used in food packaging, but found in toys and
other packages) #6 plastics (there are some programs to
mail in cups)
Black opaque trays from frozen dinners or food service with any number stamp (still
researching why) Styrofoam food service items (but any appliance packaging is accepted
from the public at Appliance Warehouse)
Food-soiled or greasy containers or wrappers (like coffee cups and takeout boxes, aluminum foil or
paper wrappings), used napkins and paper towels

DO recycle envelopes with plastic film windows and boxes (like pasta comes in) with plastic
windows. DO leave plastic and paper labels on your bottles, jars and jugs.

•

•

•

DO recycle paperboard cartons with a plastic pour opening and plastic or foil lining, like shelf-stable soup
and milks come in, also box drinks for kids – if it’s a boxed drink you can even push the straw all the way
inside. https://www.recyclecartons.com/learn/#faq
DON’T put metal caps and lids that come on glass bottles and jars or lids from soup cans in the
curbside recycling. Unless it’s a can, it must go to a scarp bin, like outside the loading bays at
Construction Junction or the City’s 5th Division drop-off location.

Starting English Conversation Groups for Immigrants
Background and Planning
Monday, June 17, 7 pm
Church of the Redeemer (5700 Forbes Avenue)
People interested in helping to lead English conversation groups are invited to learn from Opal Middleton
about immigrants in Pittsburgh, especially those she assists through New Sanctuary Pittsburgh, and about
strategies for helping them become more comfortable speaking English and feeling that they belong.
Experience teaching ESL is not required for volunteers but would be an asset.
For more information contact Marianne Novy (mnovy@pitt.edu) or Opal Middleton
(newsanctuarypittsburgh@gmail.com).
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Better Know a Sixth Staff Member:
Gail Luley, Music Director
We are celebrating the staff at Sixth and the work they do, which is made possible by your annual Stewardship
contributions. This interview is the third in a series.
What drew you to work at Sixth Church? My friend Sue
Koehler. I knew Sue through my participation in the arts
world. Sue and I were both on the board of Directors of
the Pittsburgh Camerata, and she was the former
Executive Director of the Renaissance and Baroque
Society. I loved the concerts they presented. Sue knew I
was looking for a “church job,” and asked me if I wanted
to apply at Sixth. I said yes and I did, and here we are,
twenty plus years later.
What do you like to do most when you're at Sixth?
Work in my office, have lunch with Amy, Jenny and
Vince, practice the organ, and rehearsing with the choir.
How would you like Sixth to make a difference in our
world? I am proud to be a member of Sixth. I would like
people to know that it is possible for a church to open its
arms and embrace the people who attend. I would like
people to know that it is possible for a church’s priority
to be supporting our human condition by building up
and strengthening our best selves and helping us cope
with our worst, not just to judge and dictate. I would
like people to know that worship is all about telling
God’s story of love for the human-race.
Sixth is such a church. These things happen here. By
making a difference to our members and attenders, we
make a difference in the world.
What music do you listen to in your spare time? I don’t listen all that much anymore (occupational hazard). I
have a large CD collection which I mostly ignore, but when I do feel like listening, I go for Renaissance and
Baroque vocal music or Baroque instrumental, especially Bach. My husband Paul loves opera, so we listen to
WQED’s broadcast every Saturday afternoon. I prefer to attend concerts.
What would people be surprised to know about you?
1. I played the guitar and sang in a girl-band while I was in college in the mid-1970s.
2. I didn’t start studying the organ until I was 26.
3. I attended 3 high schools, one in St. Louis, Missouri and two in Albany, Georgia.
4. While teaching third grade in Detroit, Michigan, I conducted three youth choirs, directed two operettas
and five Christmas pageants.

6

Notes from the May Session Meeting
(NB: notes from Session are pulled from yet-approved minutes)

CLERK’S REPORT
Worship 4/28: 147; 5/5: 115 (Marathon Sunday); 5/12: 107; 5/19: 92
 Motion to approve Carol Emerson to be our Elder Commissioner to Presbytery on May 23 was
passed unanimously.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
FINANCE: April (Radcliffe)
• Discussion around possibly changing 2 budget columns to make the info more useful to
committees…monthly budget could become annual budget, and the budget year-to-date could
become the percentage of the annual budget spent (or available).
• Discussion on why line item 456 (Sanctuary/Worship expenses) shows as over budget. Mary and
Vincent will verify that the pew Bible/Hymnal expense did not get accidently charged to this line
item.
• Now that the shredding of old paperwork (7+ years old) is up to date, Office Manager Amy
Whipple asked for a yearly shredding budget, year 2011 is due to be shredded (two 50lb boxes cost
a total of $100)…consensus was for expenses to be removed from line item 519, “office equipment
purchases”.
 Motion to keep the capital campaign funds (line item 257) in it’s current money market account in
order to maintain safety and fluidity of the funds was approved unanimously. More to come on the
where the total interest will be allocated.
HOUSE: (Kaplan)
 Motion to approve revisions (inclusion of phone and email contact information) to the
Indemnification Agreement (liability waiver in the administrative manual) was passed, no
objections.
 Motion to approve building use for another eight-week set of classes for Pittsburgh Calligraphy;
Thursdays, 12-3 pm, September 26 to November 18 was passed, no objection.
• Roof caulking project was done. Sixth Church was able to use the $15,000 grant awarded for 2018
from Pittsburgh History Landmark (they just had too many projects in 2018 to get to us then), so we
are paying the remaining $5,000 as previously agreed upon.
• Kitchen project continues, cabinet fronts will be removed and painted this week, most work to be
done in June.
• Ceiling, dry wall, beam work and flooring to be done in the Ridinger Room soon as well…access to
the kitchen may not be feasible for the Deacon’s community dinner in late June.
• First stained glass panel restoration by Hunt Glass was successful, one panel will be done and
priced at a time (due to apparently fluctuations in the market for labor and lead costs).
• Leslie proposed a church planting (planting, weeding, mulching) day for June 1st 8-11am, to be
included in Pastor Kolb’s announcements Sunday morning.
• Peter Kohler fixed an outside light and replaced boards and gutter over the porch this week (we are
thankful!).
• Greg Winner continues to work toward upstairs bathroom accessibility remodeling.
PERSONNEL:
 Motion to approve Pastor’s vacation: July 30-August 6, August 19-September 1 (3 weeks of
vacation, 1 week remaining) was passed with no objections.
 Motion to approve Sixth Church housing a 90 min info session on Wed July 10th 7pm for Solar
United Neighbors (they form solar co-ops which cut start-up costs so solar energy is more
affordable to obtain), passed no objections.
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DEACON’S REPORT (5/15/19 minutes)
Minutes were reviewed/discussed. Lazarus interviewer progress discussed briefly.
OLD BUSINESS
Nothing mentioned.
NEW BUSINESS
Church rummage sale idea was discussed…elders who were involved in similar events at Sixth in the (remote)
past voiced concern about the amount of work involved.
COMMITTEE INFORMATION
Worship:
 Motion to approve Jenny Newman to offer the meditation on Picnic Sunday, 6/2/19 was passed
unanimously.
 Motion to approve Rev. Darlene Figgs, Bidwell PC, to preach on Sunday, August 4 was passed
unanimously.
 Motion to approve Ruling Elder Kate Davoli to preach on Sunday, August 18 was passed
unanimously.
 Motion to approve Rev. Liddy Barlow, Executive Director of Christian Associates, to preach on
Sunday, August 25 was passed unanimously.
Christian Education:
• Discussion around using the Deacon-initiated community dinners during the summer months as
opportunities to decide on environmental stewardship projects with the children (in lieu of VBS this
year). With adult input, the kids could potentially decide on 3 community projects…one to serve
our church community, one for the neighborhood, and one for the larger city community.
 Motion to approve the proposed Children’s Summer Stewardship Series (VBS in past years)
combined with Deacon-initiated community dinners for 6/30, 7/28, 8/25 was passed unanimously.
More Light:
• Sunday 5/26 is More Light Sunday
• Pittsburgh Pride weekend is June 8 and 9, volunteers to help represent Sixth Church at the table on
site and by marching are much appreciated.
• Church volunteers are needed to hand out pens, candy and Jesus pictures while discussing 6th's
role as a More Light congregation for 1+ hr on either Sat June 8th 12-6pm or Sun June 9th 1-7pm, as
well as to march in the parade Sun June 9th @ 12:30pm.
Church & Community:
• Tom Twiss recapped meeting from 5/5 and the approved proposal for the process of mission fund
allocation, with the main goal of being more intentional about aligning donations with current
congregational values (and has step-by-step process in writing so it can be duplicated in future
years as needed without having to re-explore values again for a while). $800 minimum was allotted
per chosen agency (with the exception of immediate-need recipients of the ‘rainy day’ fund). If
rainy day fund not used up by Dec 1, the remaining funds will be allocated to direct assistance
service organizations. Much positive feedback was received about the process, even if some
dissatisfaction was evident about funding cuts for a few long-standing donation recipients.
NEXT MEETING: June 26, 2019, 7:30 pm. Mary Radcliffe volunteered to host a late July party for Session and
Deacons in lieu of the meetings for that month.
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Building Trust: Improving County Police and Citizen Relationships
Wednesday, June 5, 7 pm
County Commissioner Paul Klein, co-sponsor of the Allegheny County
Independent Police Review Board bill, will join us at Sixth Presbyterian
Church on Wednesday, June 5, at 7 pm, to talk about how the bill will
enhance county police and community relationships, help prevent
tragedies like the shooting death of Antwon Rose, Jr. last summer, and
improve police accountability. Klein will walk us through the bill,
personal testimonies will reveal why the bill is important for public safety,
and attendees will have an opportunity to sign up to support the bill’s
passage. Public safety is not just a responsibility for our police, it is a
community responsibility. Join us on Wednesday night, June 5th!

Solar United Neighbor Information Session
Wednesday, July 10, 7 pm
Henry McKay, Program Director of Solar United Neighbors,
will lead an information session on how you might become a
part of a solar cooperative. Solar United Neighbors of PA and
community partners work together to provide the technical and
administrative support to partners interested in negotiating a
group rate to convert their homes to solar power. The
information is free and there is no obligation to sign up. You
will learn the basics of how to convert your home, and if
interested, will become a part of a group that will solicit a group
bid for solar conversion.

On the left, workers from Mariani and Richards repointing the stone coping along the roofline of the
church. This work was partially funded by a grant from Pittsburgh history and landmarks. On the right,
workers from Di Bucci and Sons, who did concrete work on the front steps, the wall on Forbes, and the back
patio. All of these projects are part of the Capital Campaign.
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Worship in the Park! Sunday, June 2 at 11 am
Rhododendron Shelter at Highland Park
Everyone is welcome for a Celebration of Children’s Education with Sunday School Teacher Recognition
During a special children’s worship, we will have a time to recognize our Sunday School teachers and thank
them for their faithful service this year.
Followed by Our Annual Church Picnic: Grilled hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided, along with buns
and all the fixins. Please bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share!
Bring Your Own! In the interest of our
efforts to be an EarthCare
Congregation, the Fellowship
Committee is suggesting that you bring
a plastic plate/s from home to use for
dining, if you are able to do this. There
will be papergoods available for those
who are unable to "bring your own."
Cutlery will be supplied (and
subsequently washed) by the
Fellowship Committee, as we have
done for the past several years.
You may also want to bring folding
chairs or lawn blankets
Questions? Need a ride? Contact the church office at 412-421-2752 or office@sixthchurch.org

May Day: Justice for All Workers!
Pictures by Peter Kaplan
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Welcome, New Members!
Brenda Jordan (top-left), Sandy Myers (top-right with Elders Tom Twiss and Marcus
Robinson) and Gwen White (bottom-left) joined Sixth on April 21.
On April 28, Elizabeth Miller (bottom-right) and Lynn Kawaratani joined as well;
however, someone (not to name names) did not get Lynn’s picture. We will remedy
this in a future issue of the Sixth Sense.
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June 2019 — Events and Birthdays
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
8:00 am, Clean
up day!
7:00 pm, NA

2

3

11:00 am,
7:00 pm, NA
Worship in the
Park / Church
Picnic

4

5

6

7

8

David DeJong 10:30 am, Bible 6:00 pm,
Jack Farquhar 7:00 pm, NA
Study
Youth Group
7:00 pm, OCD
(Crazy Mocha)
Support
7:00 pm, Paul
Group
Klein

8:00 pm, NA
9

10

11

12

10:00 am,
Worship

7:00 pm, NA

Mary Lang

Kate Brennan Colin Miller

11:00 am,
Earth Care
8:00 pm, NA

13

7:00 pm, OCD Margaret
Miller
Support
Group
10:30 am, Bible
Study

Andrew
Morgan

14

7:00 pm, NA

6:00 pm,
Youth Group
(Crazy Mocha)

16

17

18

19

20

10:00 am,
Worship

7:00 pm, NA

Isabella Berg

Jean Moore

Christine
Tyndall

21

8:00 pm, NA

26

27

22
Kyle Miller

10:30 am, Bible
6:00 pm,
Study
Rainer Loyd
Youth Group
7:00 pm,
(Crazy Mocha)
7:00 pm, OCD Deacons
Support
Group
Eve Guyette

15

7:00 pm, NA

23

24

25

28

10:00 am,
Worship

Chris
McAdams

8:00 pm, NA

7:00 pm, NA

7:00 pm, OCD 10:30 am, Bible 6:00 pm,
Lori
Support
Study
Youth Group Swensson
Group
(Crazy Mocha)
7:30 pm,
Session

29
Malachi
CorneliusBates
Liam
Greenley
7:00 pm, NA
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July 2019 — Events and Birthdays
Sunday
June 30

Monday
July 1

Jim
7:00 pm, NA
Funderburgh
10:00 am,
Worship

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Brenda Flores 10:30 am, Bible 6:00 pm,
Study
Youth Group
7:00 pm, OCD
(Crazy Mocha)
Support Group

6
Virginia
McQuown
Heather
Vallone
7:00 pm, NA

8:00 pm, NA
7

Saturday

8

Malena Howe 7:00 pm, NA
10:00 am,
Worship
8:00 pm, NA

9

10

11

12

13

10:30 am, Bible 6:00 pm,
Joseph
Study
Youth Group Ashenden
Melynda
(Crazy Mocha)
Nestor
7:00 pm, Solar
United
7:00 pm, OCD Neighbor
Support Group Information
Session

7:00 pm, NA

20

David Miller

14

15

16

17

Carole
Anderson

Cyndi
Dickson

7:00 pm, OCD 10:30 am, Bible Nathan
Cooper
Support Group Study

10:00 am,
Worship

7:00 pm, NA

7:00 pm,
Deacons

6:00 pm,
Youth Group
(Crazy Mocha)

24

25

8:00 pm, NA
21

22

23

10:00 am,
Worship

7:00 pm, NA

7:00 pm, OCD Olivia
Support Group McCann
10:30 am, Bible
Study

8:00 pm, NA

18

6:00 pm,
Youth Group
(Crazy Mocha)

19

Pamela Bower
7:00 pm, NA

26

27
7:00 pm, NA

7:30 pm,
Session
28

29

10:00 am,
Worship

Thoren Vaux 7:00 pm, OCD Cheryl
Support Group Kubelick
7:00 pm, NA
10:30 am, Bible
Study

8:00 pm, NA

30

31
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Sixth Presbyterian Church
1688 Murray Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Dated Material – Do Not Hold

Address Service Requested

412-421-2752
office@sixthchurch.org
www.sixthchurch.org

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we
acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our
Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper
understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation.

Food for Thought...
“It’s funny how a little place like this brought so many people together.” —
Fried Green Tomatoes
“She seemed to forget that he had borne the cross so that we don’t have to. Is
life a gift or a burden?” —Jeanette Winterson

The Deadline for the
August newsletter is July
15th. Please email articles
and announcements to Amy
in the church office
(office@sixthchurch.org).
You can also put printed
copies on her desk.
Thank you!

“...the river which says on, on, on; even though, it admits, there may be no
goal for us whatever, still on, on.” —Virginia Woolf
“Your beliefs will be the light by which you see, but they will not be what
you see and they will not be a substitute for seeing.” —Flannery O'Connor
“Do you see now why I believe in miracles? I used to imagine time folding
over, the shades of our future selves slipping back to the crucial moments to
tap each of us on the shoulder and whisper: Look, there, look! That man, that
woman: they’re for you; that’s your life, your future, fidgeting in the line,
dripping on the carpet, shuffling in that doorway. Don’t miss it.” — Tana
French

