Sixth Sense

October 2018

From the Pastor

Just last week, an anxious young woman showed up at our church door and
asked, “Can I pray in your sanctuary?” After the last Presidential election, an
Egyptian PhD student, a Mexican mother of two, and a Pakistani neighbor
came to my office to talk. They all asked essentially the same question:
“would I be safe here?” When people ask me what I do, and I tell them I am
the Pastor of the Sixth Presbyterian Church in Squirrel Hill, they invariably
ask, “Is that the church with the rainbow flag?” I regularly used to run in to
two young muscle-bound men at my gym who were grateful that we provide
our basement for the NA meetings they needed to attend to stay clean.

October Worship
and Preaching
October 7—Job 1:1; 2:1-10,
“Forgiving God” (World
Communion Sunday)

Our church, just by being where it is, serves as a witness to our values—
inclusion, identity, compassion, and justice.

October 14—Luke 9:57-62,
“No Turning Back”

No one in our church leadership is interested in renovating our church so
that it will simply look nicer. We are interested in renovating our church
because it is within our community that we experience the renewal that
enables us to go out in the world, spreading hope and doing good. All of the
visions we have captured to make a difference in a troubled world have to be
learned and renewed in community. That is why we are each being asked to
invest in our church
home. We are not
raising funds to
renovate in spite of
our mission to the
common good, but
because of it. Sixth has
been a place where we
have found grace,
where we heard the
story that we have
been blessed to be a
blessing. So it is now
time for us to take care
of this space for the
sake of our
neighborhood,
community, and
world.

October 21—Nehemiah 2,
“Rebuilding Hope”

There can be no
turning back.
Vincent

October 28—Hebrews 7,
“Making Gratitude Real”

Celebrating 50 Years of Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry
In the fall of 1968, clergy and lay leaders of 10 congregations in Wilkinsburg, responding to the changing
conditions in the borough, formed to accept the challenges of better understanding between all churches and
races, by forming Wilkinsburg Community Ministry.
In October we will celebrate 50 years of supporting the community. The Church World Service CROP
Hunger Walk will walk to support fighting hunger locally and around the world. Sixth Church has
supported the Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk for many years and will continue to participate this year
on October 14. (See Sue’s article below for more details.) There will be other events during the week such as
free fresh vegetables offered at the WCM office during the week. Our final celebration will be a dinner for $50
on October 20 at South Avenue Church; everyone in the congregation is invited. There will be both a raffle
and a silent auction. More details concerning the dinner will be announced in the church bulletin.
WCM has provided a variety of supports to the community. In recent years it has focused on the nutritional
needs of Wilkinsburg’s residents. Unfortunately, 50 percent of the children are “temporarily homeless” with
no permanent address. This summer we provided over 5,000 weekday lunches, snacks, and dinners to
children and youth. With school having started, we also partnered with local schools, businesses, and
churches to provide hygiene necessities, uniforms, and backpacks of school supplies for the elementary
schools.
If you have questions, I will try to be available to answer them, as I am now Vice President of the Board.
—Jane Fox

It will soon be CROP Walk Sunday!
On Sunday, October 8, Sixth Church will join with other communities in the East End to participate in the
CROP Hunger Walk, which is sponsored by Church World Service (cwsglobal.org). Church World Service has
a steady, on-going presence around the world, relating every day to those in need, providing services to
refugees and developing projects to help people become food secure.
This year the walk called ”Pittsburgh East” will celebrate its 41st year of walking to END HUNGER ONE STEP
AT A TIME. 25% of what we raise is returned as grants to East End Cooperative Ministries and Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry. 75% goes to the hunger and development programs of Church World Service. Check the
poster in the chapel to see some of the innovative ways CWS helps to make communities more stable and food
secure.

None of us could do this alone; it is truly an effort which embraces the small contributions of many people.
Last year we set a record when 30 people from Sixth Church
participated! Will you join us this year?
You can sponsor our entire team or an individual walker with a
donation on line! Go to www.crophungerwalk.org/pittsburghpa.
The walk includes options for those people unable to walk the full
SIX miles. We have a ONE-mile walk mapped out as an alternative.
In other words, you can choose your own personal challenge. There
will be lots more information forthcoming, and in the meantime, if
you have questions, please ask Sue Koehler or Pam Twiss.
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Talking to Children about Stewardship
As we head into the Stewardship season and begin our capital campaign, we encourage you to sit down with
your family and talk about what giving of time and money to the church means to all members of your family.
From the very beginning of our faith story in Genesis being a good steward of creation is a task set to all
people. We strive to include our youngest members fully in the life of the church, and that includes learning
about receiving and giving. Including your children and teens in your decisions and commitment of time and
money to the church is an important way to instill a lifelong approach to giving and help develop a deep sense
of community.
Below are some thoughts on stewardship and service that can be conversation starters for your family. The
dinner table or the car ride or walk home for the church can be great places to begin the conversation.
Stewardship: In its most simple form is taking care of the world and the church on behalf of God. We can
encourage the young people in our lives to continually respond to God's creation by caring and enjoying what
God has given them, personally and in the world around them.
Questions to start the conversation:
• How do you think God wants us to take care of the church?
• Disciples of Jesus kept sharing stories of all the good things he did for others, how are we disciples today?
• What are some ways that the church can help take care of the world?
• What are some things you can do to help the church in it's ministry?
• What can you do to help take care of God's world?
This month, we will be sending home a special stewardship letter for children and teens. Please help them fill
it out and consider the ways that they can participate in becoming stewards of the church.
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Why Sixth Church: The Stories of Two Families
Why did you join Sixth Church?
Why is your involvement with Sixth meaningful to you?
Why do you give your time and money to Sixth?
Every person at Sixth has a unique set of answers to these questions. During the Fall, several members of our
congregation will be sharing their unique stories about why they came to Sixth, why they remain engaged in
the life of our church, and why they support Sixth financially.
You’ll hear their stories from the lectern on Sundays in October and early November, and you’ll read them
here in Sixth Sense and in the brochure for our annual stewardship campaign.
Here are stories from the Thompson and Utz families. As you read them, think about how you would answer
these questions, and how you can financially support Sixth Church so that we can pay our staff, operate our
building, and pay for all the activities that make Sixth so meaningful for you.
This is going to be a very exciting Fall at Sixth Church. In addition to our annual stewardship campaign, we
are embarking on the largest capital campaign in our history to ensure that our historic building can serve as
the spiritual home for future generations. The capital campaign and our annual stewardship campaign will
proceed together under the theme “No Turning Back” which is based Jesus’ famous statement in the Gospel of
Luke: “no one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” (9:62)
Please let the stories of the Thompson and Utz families inspire you to support the annual and capital
campaigns!

Peace and Blessings,
Peter Kaplan, Annual Campaign Chair

Amy and Mike Utz
We have lived many different places in the northeast.
When we moved to Pittsburgh we were once again tasked
with “looking for a church”. As our family grows, our goal
is to find a motivated congregation that connects with each
of us. Mike and I enjoy the unique and energetic
perspective that Vincent brings to each bible lesson. It is an
opportunity to connect the abstract religion and history of
the passage and story with current, very real events. His
sermons make us think and challenge previously held
opinions.
We currently live in the eastern suburbs, which can make it
hard to stay connected to the Pittsburgh community. Both
Vincent and the committee leaders discuss topics and
events that are occurring in the city that we may otherwise
never know about. We also appreciate that Sixth is open
and affirming, and that the Sixth community leaders have
kept us well informed of current Pittsburgh events.
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Sixth provides an excellent education to our children as well. Our 5 and 3-year-old boys both look forward to
attending Sunday school each week. Jenny and all of the preschool teachers do an excellent job of educating
the children in the foundations of our faith while still having a fun time. They also are able to watch and listen
to the beginning of the service.

Dana and Kurt Thompson
I started attending Sixth Presbyterian Church originally for the
music and my deep desire to sing in a church choir that honors
God. However, what kept my husband and me coming back
year after year is Sixth’s appreciation for people of all walks of
life. Sixth does not just talk about the value of all human beings,
but its members advocate for underserved, vulnerable, and
ostracized groups of people far beyond the church’s walls.
We believe that Sixth Presbyterian church upholds the teaching
of the following bible passage in mission, ministry and work to
better our world and communities: “so that there should be no
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ,
and each one of you is part of it.” (1 Corinthians 12: 25-31).
It is for this reason and many others that we continue to give
financially to Sixth to be able to support its mission, ministry,
and ability to connect with its members and community at large.
Sixth is a special place with special people and continues to be a
beacon of hope and light.

Capital Campaign Update
Curious about the Capital Campaign? Then join us for worship on Oct. 7. Peter Kaplan, Chair of the Annual
Stewardship Campaign, and I will be talking about the importance of both campaigns as we head into fall.
Our joint them is “no turning back,” a charge that holds true both for the work we do every year as a
church, as well as for our need this year to address long-deferred maintenance of our church structure. We
cannot turn back from either of these important efforts.

Materials on the church campaign will go live on our website Oct. 7, and informational brochures will be in
the pews. That day we’ll also provide an update on the quiet progress already made toward achieving our
financial goals for Sixth in 2019.
Please consider joining us, too, for congregational information conversations about the campaigns, to be
held from 10 to 10:45 am on Oct. 21 and Oct. 28. These times are set aside especially to hear and address
your questions.
Peace,
The Capital Campaign Coordinating Committee (Bill Beggs, Marnie Bertolet, Leslie Kaplan, Marcus
Robinson, Lauren Ward)
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Keeping Kids Safe at Sixth Church
We feel that it is important to be transparent about all the steps we take here at Sixth Presbyterian Church to
keep our children and youth safe.
When we baptize a child we promise “to guide and nurture this child, by word and deed with love and
prayer, encouraging him or her to know and follow Christ and to become a faithful member of Christ’s
church.”
In keeping with this often-repeated promise, we seek adult leadership that is able to provide healthy, safe and
nurturing relationships, and to create an environment in which those relationships can flourish.
Sixth Presbyterian Church makes responsible efforts to assure that persons placed in positions of responsibility
for children and youth church will carry out their duties in accordance with our Christian commitment and
with the law.
We are doing this in the following ways:
•

Safe Child Policy codifies our commitment to providing a safe, nurturing, Christian environment by
making every responsible effort to protect children and youth from physical, sexual, or emotional abuse.
The policy is reviewed each the Christian Education Committee and if changes are necessary are approved
by the church Session. Our policy was most reviewed/ revised and approved in April on 2018.
The policy is available on our church website.

•

We also have a General Health and Safety Policy to help us provide loving care and ensure the safety of
young people attending Sunday School, Extended Session, and in our church nursery. This policy is also
available on our church website.

•

All employees and volunteers are required to obtain clearances in accordance with the regulations set by
Pa. State Department of Human Services. Copies of clearances are kept on file in the church office.

•

All Sunday School teachers and child care staff are considered Mandated Reporters and are provided with
training and information on recognizing and reporting child abuse as it is defined by the state.

For more information about preventing/reporting child abuse can be found at: www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov/
—Jenny Newman

Youth Group Happenings, October
Sunday School: Sunday school class for junior/ senior high will be held each week (10 - 10:45 am) upstairs
in Jenny’s office. Join Amy Whipple and Katrina Kennel for discussion on the week’s scripture passages,
current events, and other assorted topics. There will be donuts and drinks!
Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha: Youth are invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy Mocha on
Murray Ave. from 6 to 7:30 pm on Thursdays, October 4, 11, and 18.
Youth Group Gathering: Friday, Oct. 26 from 6 to 9 pm. Youth are invited for games, a movie, snacks and
a service project.
For more info, Contact Jenny Newman (412) 720-6392 or Jenyrunew@gmail.com
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Ukulele Club
This fall we are starting a Ukulele Club for
children and youth who want to learn. We will
meet twice a month before Sunday school from
9:15 to 9:45 am. Kids in Kindergarten and up are
welcome to participate!
We will have some classroom instruments for
those who are interested in trying it out. If you
would like to purchase your own please visit the
Children and Youth Blog on the church website at
www.sixthchurch.com for some suggestions and
links.

Fall dates:
Sept. 16, 30 / Oct. 14, 28 / Nov. 11 / Dec. 9

Sacraments Class for Kids
We will be hosting a special time for kids ages
preschool and up to learn about communion and
baptism and help bake bread for World Wide
Communion Sunday. We will also be training those
interested in being acolytes and water pourers at this
session.

Saturday,
October 6,
2018, 10 am
to 12 pm

Saving Our Sacred Home:
PA IPL's Environmental
Conference
The Pennsylvania Interfaith Power and Light (PA IPL) organization will
convene its annual conference “Facing the Climate Crisis: Called to Save
Our Sacred Home” on Saturday, October 27 at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Mt. Lebanon. The PA IPL is a community of faith-based
congregations and organizations that seeks to take collective action on
climate change through advocacy, education, stewardship, and more.
The conference will feature workshops that inform and inspire action surrounding the petrochemical
industry’s rising Pennsylvania presence, environmental international aid, and even reconnection with our
sacred landscape via Native American principles and traditions, among many other diverse topics.
Plenary speakers include Dr. Charles McCollester, who will speak on “Embracing a Blue-Green Religious
Vision” and the environmental and health consequences of industrialization, as well as improvements driven
by faith and unionization. Rev. David Carlisle will share “Listening for the Voice of the Earth” and discuss
ethical and biblical mandates behind environmental justice.
The conference runs from 11:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. and includes a locally sourced lunch. Registration to attend
can be completed at PAIPL.us (Select “Annual Conference” from the “What We Do” tab at the top of the
homepage). There is an attendance fee, but the conference offers various pricing levels.
Sixth has been a proud supporter of this conference, and I hope many will take the opportunity to learn more
at this event!
Visit PAIPL.us to learn more.
—Keith Gillogly
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Garden Notes: October in the Garden
Keep an eye out for fall interest in the church garden. It is a beautiful time, and we have a lot of shrubs and
perennials that were chosen for fall interest. Take a look at the bed in front of the church, close to the parking
lot. The blooms of the blue aster, appropriately named “October skies,” are frothing up on to the sidewalk. In
the rear is black chokeberry, Aronia melanocarpa, whose handfuls of black fruit will soon be framed by red
and orange leaves. The threadleaf plumes of Amsonia will transmute to amber gold. The Stewartia tree, which
bore white “camellia” flowers in June will soon flame. Wound through the whole area are winterberry holly
bushes, loaded with red berries. On the Murray Avenue side of the church, take a look at the hydrangea
“vanilla strawberry” whose flowers have taken on a deep rosy due. Down the sidewalk you will find a Tea
viburnum, known for its fine berries. And the Japanese maples and cherry trees—just wait!
—Leslie Kaplan

Upper-left: Amsonia and winterberry holly
Middle-left: Aster “October skies”
Lower-left: Tea viburnum
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Above: hydrangea “vanilla strawberry”

Sixth Church Social Justice Series:
Pittsburgh’s Affordable Housing Crisis
On Tuesday,
October 16, the
Church and
Community
Committee will
present the
latest program
in its social
justice series –
Pittsburgh’s
Affordable
Housing
Crisis. The
program will
take place from
7 to 8:30 pm in
the chapel at
Sixth Church.
The program
will be a panel
discussion with Celeste Scott, Housing Justice Organizer for Pittsburgh United, and Sixth Church’s own Tom
Cummings, Housing Director of the Pittsburgh Urban Redevelopment Authority. Peter Kaplan of Sixth
Church, who is retired housing professional and affordable housing advocate, will moderate the discussion.
Pittsburgh was long considered a low-cost housing market, but the growth of Pittsburgh’s population and
economy have increased demand for housing in the City. Pittsburgh now has a shortage of over 17,000 homes
that are affordable to persons of vey low and extremely low incomes. Longtime residents are increasingly
unable to share in their neighborhoods’ newfound prosperity.
The panel will be a non-technical discussion in which we will try to answer the following questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is the nature and extent of Pittsburgh’s affordable housing crisis?
How did the housing crisis come about?
Why are available public resources inadequate to address the housing needs of Pittsburghers with low
and moderate incomes?
What events raised the profile of this issue and how have people in Pittsburgh organized to achieve
homes for all?
How did the creation of Pittsburgh’s new Housing Opportunity Fund come about? What obstacles had
to be overcome?
What are challenges to the work of the Housing Opportunity Fund?

Following a 45-minute panel discussion, there will be 30-45 minutes set aside to discuss and answer your
questions.
Please join us for a spirited discussion of one of Pittsburgh’s most serious social justice issues.
—Peter Kaplan
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October 2018 — Events and Birthdays
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

3

Matt
Cummings

Kevin
McCann

Kyle Esbin

Claire Bertolet 6:00 pm,
Youth Group
Kirk Howe
(Crazy Mocha)

7:00 pm, NA

10:30 am, Bible
Study

7

8

Erik Fogt

7:00 pm, NA

9

5

Saturday
6
10:00 am,
Children's
Sacrament
class

7:30 pm, Choir

7:00 pm, NA

10

11

Patty
Halverson

6:00 pm,
Youth Group
(Crazy Mocha)

Metta Loyd

10:00 am,
Annual
Stewardship
Committee
10:00 am,
Sunday School

4

Friday

12

13
7:00 pm, NA

7:30 pm, Choir
10:30 am, Bible
Study

11:00 am,
Worship
12:00 pm,
Congregationa
l Nominating
7:00 pm,
Group of Ten
8:00 pm, NA
14

15

16

17

9:15 am,
Ukulele Club

7:00 pm, NA

Lori King

10:30 am, Bible Helen Franz
Study

10:00 am,
Sunday School
11:00 am,
Worship
2:00 pm,
CROP Walk
8:00 pm, NA
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7:15 pm,
7:00 pm, The
Deacons
Affordable
Housing Crisis
in Pittsburgh

18

6:00 pm,
Youth Group
(Crazy Mocha)

7:30 pm, Choir

19

20
Jenny
Newman
7:00 pm, NA

October 2018 — Events and Birthdays
Sunday
21

Monday
22

10:00 am,
7:00 pm, NA
Capital/
Annual
Campaign
Conversations
(Parlor)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
25

Friday
26

Saturday

23

24

27

Stuart Gaul

10:30 am, Bible 7:30 pm, Choir 6:00 pm,
7:00 pm, NA
Study
Youth Group
Fall Gathering
7:30 pm,
Session

30

31

10:00 am,
Sunday School
11:00 am,
Worship
12:00 pm,
Coordinating
Committee
Meeting
(Parlor)
8:00 pm, NA
28

29

9:15 am,
Ukulele Club

Stuart Gaul,
Jr.

10:00 am,
Capital/
Annual
Campaign
Conversation
(Parlor)

7:00 pm, 14th
Ward
Democrats

Peter Koehler
10:30 am, Bible
Study

7:00 pm, NA

10:00 am,
Sunday School
11:00 am,
Worship
12:15 pm, Gun
Safety (Parlor)
12:30 pm,
Christian
Education
Committee
8:00 pm, NA
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Sixth Presbyterian Church
1688 Murray Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Dated Material – Do Not Hold

Address Service Requested

412-421-2752
office@sixthchurch.org
www.sixthchurch.org

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we
acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our
Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper
understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation.

Food for Thought...
“’Only today,’ he said, ‘today, in October sun, it’s all gold—sky and tree and
water. Everything just before it changes looks to be made of gold.’ ― Eudora
Welty

The Deadline for the
November newsletter is Oct.
15th. Please email articles
and announcements to Amy
in the church office
(office@sixthchurch.org).
You can also put printed
copies on her desk.
Thank you!

“You expected to be sad in the fall. Part of you died each year when the
leaves fell from the trees and their branches were bare against the wind and
the cold, wintery light. But you knew there would always be the spring, as
you knew the river would flow again after it was frozen. “ —Ernest
Hemingway
“Don't you love New York in the fall? It makes me want to buy school
supplies. I would send you a bouquet of newly sharpened pencils if I knew
your name and address.” ― Nora Ephron
“I loved autumn, the one season of the year that God seemed to have put
there just for the beauty of it.” ― Lee Maynard

