
Those appearances cinch the resurrection for me, not what happened in the  
tomb. What happened in the tomb was 
entirely between Jesus and God.  

In the end, that is the only evidence we have 
to offer those who ask how we can possibly 
believe. Because we live, that is why. Because 
we have found, to our surprise, that we are 
not alone. Because we never know where he 
will turn up next. Here is one thing, 
however, that helps: never get so focused on 
the empty tomb that you forget to speak to 
the gardener! 

He is risen! 

Vincent 

April Worship 
and Preaching 

April 1—Easter Sunday, 
Mark 16:1-8, “Unfinished” 

April 8—John 20:19-23, 
“Priests or Prisoners” 

April 15—Myra Kazanjian 
Preaching 

April 22—Sarah Robbins 
Preaching (Earth Day 
Sunday) 

April 29—I John 4:7-21, 
“That Four-Letter Word”  

Sixth Sense 

April 2018 

From the Pastor 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.”  
—Mary, John 20:13 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the one and only event in Jesus’ life that 
was entirely between him and God. There were no witnesses whatsoever. 
No one on earth can say what happened inside that tomb, because no one 
was there. They all arrived after the fact. Two of them saw clothes. One of 
them saw angels. Most of them saw nothing at all because they were still in 
bed that morning, but as it turned out that did not matter because the empty 
tomb was not the point. 

The tomb was just a shell with a neat slit down its back. The living being 
that had once been inside of it was gone. He could have stayed put, I guess, 
sitting there all pink and healthy between two piles of clothes so that 
everyone could come in and see him, but that is not what he did. 

He had outgrown his tomb, which was too small a focus for the 
resurrection. The risen one had people to see and things to do. The living 
one’s business was among the living, to whom he appeared not once, but 
many times. Every time he came to his friends they became stronger, wiser, 
kinder, more daring. Every time he came to them, they became more like 
him. 
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Sixth Church and God’s Creation 
Urban farms and community gardens reach 
across the Pittsburgh area. The Urban 
Redevelopment Authority (URA) is 
encouraging this trend with a pilot program, 
“Farm-a-Lot.” The program will help 
supporters of community gardens get long-
term leases to abandoned city lots, in order 
to convert the lots to usable land for 
growing vegetables and other produce. The 
URA sees urban farming as part of overall 
economic development that benefits the city. 
Of 30,000 or so vacant city lots in poor 
condition, around 6,000 lots are listed as 
being easy to convert to “green” uses, such 
as gardens, parks, playgrounds, etc. 

One interesting project, the “From Slavery to 
Freedom” garden at the Frick 
Environmental Center, demonstrates the 
power of growing produce for home and 
market. The garden represents a 

collaboration with the center in Squirrel Hill, and the Heinz History Center and Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy. Assorted vegetables grow in raised beds, with borders of berries, perennials, and wild plants. 
The garden holds the types of plants that freed slaves may have used to help gain economic freedom in 
Pennsylvania. 

Grow Pittsburgh is a local organization that supports home gardens, larger community gardens, and urban 
farms, with information on soil testing, available community garden grants, and more. They advocate for the 
neighborhood benefits of gardening, from a social justice perspective. For more, see the web site: 
www.growpittsburgh.org. 

Gardening helps body and soul! Eating fresh, home-grown produce is healthy, while shrubs and flowers 
provide habitat and food for birds and pollinators. Here are a few tips for spring: 

• Don't cut flowering weeds like dandelions until other flowers are open; bees need the nectar. 

• Plan ahead re: what to plant when, and where. 

• Clean up the garden, removing dead stalks and other debris. 

• Is the soil acidic or alkaline? Clay or sandy? Any heavy metals present? Get it tested. 

• Improve and aerate the soil, with compost and fertilizer. Perlite or peat moss can help to break up clay. 
Make sure that soil is draining well, as most plants can't tolerate heavy, packed dirt. 

• An alternative to amending soil is to use raised garden beds that are filled with soil of your choosing. 
Nurseries sell bagged top soil, compost, and peat moss. 

• Some plants can be grown in pots on a patio or deck, if yard space is limited. 

• Most important, enjoy yourself! 

—Heather Lyle 
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One day my father gave me 
An amaryllis plant. 
I didn't know much 
About plants. 
What I did know 
 
Was I would need to water it 
For it to grow. 
So water it I did, 
Sometimes too much, 
Sometimes too little. 
 
Four years passed. 
I grew to like my plant. 
But then one day 
Its leaves began 
To yellow and wither. 
 
No matter what I did, 
How much I watered it, 
Or if I brought a sunlamp, 
Its leaves would just keep 
Drying up. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was distraught. 
I called my father to find out 
What I was doing wrong 
And if there was a way 
That I could save my friend. 
 
And what exactly did 
My father say? 
"Congrats. This is 
What amaryllis does 
Before it blooms." 
 
"Excuse me?" 
I replied. 
"But it looks dead. 
Its leaves are all but gone. 
What's left is lifeless." 
 
"Never fear. 
There's so much strength 
Inside that bulb." 
And in a month 
I saw my amaryllis bloom. 
 
It grew a strong new shoot 
Right up into the air. 
It bloomed with all its might. 
It grew new leaves. 
I was amazed. 
 
I still don't know much 
About plants, 
But there is one thing 
That I learned  
That year: 
 
That when your leaves 
All wither up and die, 
When it just seems 
That nothing's 
Left alive 
 
There's so much strength 
Inside that bulb 
That you will bloom 
And grow your life anew, 
More beautiful than ever. 
 
 

“The Amaryllis,” Alina Vinyarsky 
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 Session Notes: February 2018 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
The minutes from the called meeting on January 3, 2018 were approved with one correction…Elder Lauren 
Ward stated that the Stewardship section should read that the fundraising for 2018 exceeded its goal by 
$320,000 (rather than that the budget exceeded its goal). Minutes from the stated meeting on January 24, 2018 
were approved without alteration.  
  
CLERK’S REPORT  
• Worship Attendance: 1/7: 110; 1/14: 90; 1/21: 127; 1/28: 124 2/4: 120; 2/11: 123; 2/18: 132; 2/25: 118  
• Motion to approve Mark Panichella, Dana Thompson, Kurt Thompson, and Elizabeth Hazlett for 

membership 
• A letter was received from the Department of City Planning regarding St. Edmund's Academy’s planned 

construction along Darlington Street in order to expand their school building. While it is believed this will 
not directly affect Sixth Church, Pastor Kolb extended an offer to St Edmunds that representatives from 
Sixth Church show neighborly support at the public hearing (at 2pm on 3/6/18 at 200 Ross Street 
downtown) if they anticipated any difficulty getting their desired construction approved. St Edmund’s 
response did not suggest they thought that would be needed. However, anyone interested in attending 
may do so. Pastor Kolb will write a letter of support on behalf of the Session.  

  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
It was moved, seconded, and approved that Erik Fogt as President, Lauren Ward as Vice President, Barb 
Parees as Secretary, and Maggie Ritchey as Treasurer, be the 2018 Officers of the Corporation, in keeping with 
the provisions of the Administrative Manual.   
 
FINANCE:  Elder Erik Fogt reviewed the Financial Report prepared by Treasurer Maggie Ritchey. He 
explained that the pledged money amount was inflated in January due to the new tax law. Snow removal is 
over budget this season; a change in vendors has already been planned for the next winter season. Per capita 
has been paid, taking advantage of an early bird discount. Endowment values as of 1/31/18 are $771,732. He 
and Elder Mary Radcliffe are working on test-driving an electronic form to streamline reimbursement. Erik 
also explained a plan to utilize google’s nonprofit email group, so that information can be sent easily from 
chair to chair, as well as credit card data from Pastor Vince and Jenny to make thing easier for Treasurer 
Maggie. This is expected to decrease or eliminate paper-passing, as well as lag time with being able to see 
accurate account balances. Erik and Mary plan to be able to demonstrate how it works at the Session meeting 
next month.   

 
NEW BUSINESS  
• The recently completed Emergency Management Report was presented by Elder Lauren Ward, the result 

of a safety walkthrough by Pittsburgh City Police on January 3rd. The recommendations were presented in 
2 categories…1. Actions we may accomplish with the house budget funds within a year, and 2. Actions 
that would require additional planning and funds to accomplish. Several reported vulnerabilities and 
suggested actions were discussed. One suggestion by Pittsburgh Police was to attend “Inter-faith Group” 
meetings held by the Office of the Attorney General of Western PA, in which area churches discuss 
security topics and threat trends. Elder Heather Vallone offered to participate in these, particularly if her 
previous contacts through PINN meetings would be relevant and helpful. The Executive Committee will 
present a plan for who and how the plan will be addressed for next meeting.   

• Committee Assignments—Pastor Kolb stated that most committees should be able to accomplish their 
work in no more than 4-5 meetings per year (so as not to prohibit congregation members from 
participating in more than one committee). He explained the importance of helping people finding ways to 
become involved in committees that allow them to use their talents and passions in meaningful ways, so 
they are more likely to stay engaged at Sixth Church.   

—Jen Joy, Clerk of Session 
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Youth Happenings, April 
Sunday School: Sunday school class for junior and senior high is held each week (10 - 10:45 am) upstairs in 
Jenny Newman’s new office (formerly Gail’s music office). Join Amy Whipple and special guest stars for 
discussion on the week’s scripture passages, current events, and other assorted topics. There will be donuts 
and drinks! 

Weekly Youth Fellowship: Youth are invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy Mocha on Murray Ave. 

from 6 to 7:30 pm on Thursdays, April 5, 12, and 19.  

Youth Movie and Game Night: Youth 7th through 12th are invited to come for fellowship, food, movies and 

games at the church from 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday, April 28. Please let Jenny know if you will be attending.  

For more info Contact Jenny Newman at (412) 720-6392 or Jenny@Sixthchurch.org 

April 22 is Earth Day!  
Our Sunday school students in grades 1-6 will be participating in the Squirrel Hill 

Cleanup during the Sunday school hour to celebrate the day. Please be on time for 

Sunday school (10 am) and dress accordingly.  

Sunday School Fun  
Sixth 

Church 

members 

participating 

in March for 

Our Lives in 

Market 

Square 
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Welcome, New Members! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Olena Tumanova and Marina; Dana and Kurt Thompson 

SAVE THE DATE!    
 

The 2018 Women's Weekend at Camp Crestfield will be 
September 28-30 

 

The Reverend Susan Rothenberg will be our retreat leader 
 

More details to follow next month! 
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Family Overnight Retreat 2018 

May 12-13 

Sixth families are invited for a time of fun and fellowship at Camp Crestfield.  

Plan to arrive at Camp Crestfield  at 10 a.m. Saturday and we will conclude with a 

casual worship service on Sunday morning.  

 

Families will be staying in Scott Lodge and meals will include lunch and dinner 

Saturday and breakfast on Sunday.  We will have a campfire, a hayride and other 

activities including rock climbing and canoes.  

To register, please fill out the registration form below and return it with payment to 

Jenny Newman in the church office by Sunday, April 8.  

Questions? Contact Jenny at 412-720-6392 or Jenny@sixthchurch.org. 

 

Retreat Registration 

Names: (Please list all family members attending and ages of children) 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

 

Amount Paid ________ 

 

Contact Information (Phone, email )       

          

Cost: 

$125for families of 2 

$150 for families of 3 

$175 for families of 4 or more 

Note: The actual cost of the retreat 

75.75 per person for ages 11 and up, 

$35.25 per person for ages 5 to 10. 

Children age 4 and under are free. If 

the actual cost for your family is less 

than the amount listed above, please 

pay the lower amount!  

We have financial help available if  

needed. Contact Jenny Newman for more info. 

Please list any dietary or 

physical restrictions for any 

of your family members 

attending: 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 



April 2018 — Events and Birthdays 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

Sue Koehler 

Diana Wood 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

2  

David 
Rothenberg 

7:00 pm, NA 

3  

7:00 pm, 
Lazarus 
Interviewer 
Orientation 

7 pm, We’ll 
Meet Again: 
Coming Out  
(ELPC) 

4  

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

5  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

6 

Kate Davoli 

Barb Parees 

 

  

7  

7:00 pm, NA 

8  

Sheila Kier 

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:15 pm, 
Church & 
Community 
(Parlor) 

8:00 pm, NA 

9  

7:00 pm, NA 

10  

Opal 
Middleton 

7:00 pm, Root 
Causes of 
Hunger & 
Poverty-Just 
Harvest 

11  

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

12  

Peter Bower 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

13  14  

10:00 am, 
Course in 
Miracles 
(outside 
group) 

12:00 pm, DSA 

7:00 pm, NA 

15  

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:15 pm, Gun 
Safety (Parlor) 

2:00 pm, 
Alopecia 
Support 
Group 

8:00 pm, NA 

16  

Meg 
Cummings 

7:00 pm, NA 

17  

Kathy Heron 

18  

David Bennett 

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

7:15 pm, 
Deacons 

19  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

20  21  

Jane Fox 

7:00 pm, NA 
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April 2018 — Events and Birthdays 

Coffee for Sale! 

We have  coffee for sale!  Stop by the church office to 

buy a bag of coffee from our mission partners in El 

Porvenir!   

Regular or dark roast ground or whole bean: $13 

Decaf ground or whole bean: $14 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

22  

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

23  

Tom Juring 

7:00 pm, NA 

24  25  

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm, 
Session 

26  

Russ Loyd 

Tyler 
Middleton 

Susan Nestor 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

27  

Frank Davoli 

28  

10:00 am, 
Course in 
Miracles 
(outside 
group) 

5:00 pm, 
Youth Movie 
and Game 
Night 

7:00 pm, NA 

29  

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

30  

7:00 pm, NA 

          



Food for Thought... 

The Deadline for the May 
newsletter is April 15th. 
Please email articles and 
announcements to Amy in 
the church office 
(office@sixthchurch.org).  

You can also put printed 
copies on her desk.  

Thank you! 

“It’s awfully important to distinguish in life, I think, between true crosses 
and false crosses. And I know, in my growing up as a Christian, I didn’t get 
much help with that. A cross was a cross was a cross, and if you were 
suffering, it was supposed to be somehow good. But I think that there are 
false forms of suffering that get imposed upon us—sometimes, from 
without, from injustice and external cruelty; and sometimes, from within—
that really need to be resisted.  

“I do not believe that the God who gave me life wants me to live a living 
death. I believe that the God who gave me life wants me to live life fully and 
well. Now, is that going to take me to places where I suffer because I am 
standing for something or I am committed to something or I am passionate 
about something that gets resisted and rejected by the society? Absolutely. 
But anyone who’s ever suffered that way knows that it’s a life-giving way to 
suffer; that if it’s your truth, you can’t not do it, and that knowledge carries 
you through. But there’s another kind of suffering that is simply and purely 
death. It’s death in life. And that is a darkness to be worked through, to find 
the life on the other side.” —Parker Palmer 

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we 

acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our 

Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper 

understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation. 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412-421-2752 

office@sixthchurch.org 

www.sixthchurch.org 
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