
 
 
October Worship 
and Preaching 

October 1—Matthew 22:23-
32, “Yes and No Brothers” 

October 8—Philippians 3:4b-
14, “Perseverance” 

October 15—Matthew 22:1-
14, “Wedding Dress” 

October 22—Matthew 22:15-
22, “The Image of God”  

October 29—Matthew 23:1-
15, “Happy Hypocrites” 

 

 

 

What the 
Pastor’s Reading 

• How to Read the Bible and 
Remain a Christian, John 
Dominic Crossan 

Sixth Sense 
From the Pastor 
 

My wife carries around a tote bag with this Native American proverb 
emblazoned across the top: “Those who tell the stories rule the world.”  

I have been avid watcher of the spellbinding Ken Burns’ documentary The 
Vietnam War. As always, Burns’ storytelling is riveting. But just because Ken 
Burns is an incredible documentary filmmaker does not always mean that he 
gets the history right or that his telling should now become the normative 
rendering of that particular poignant moment of our history. For example, the 
early episodes gloss over the American role in denying the Vietnamese the 
right to a popular election following the French defeat and exit from the land. 
As a nation, we did not and have not supported the mission of democracy 
around the world when it has not served our geopolitical interest.  

I have always appreciated the Reformed tradition’s commitment to paying 
attention to all the stories that make up the witness of Scripture. Rather than 
just reading the Biblical story as the way to know Jesus and get to heaven, we 
have understood the Bible to be a library of books that gives space for voices 
that are overlooked and ignored, that tell the good news of salvation but also 
call the status quo and current power arrangements into question. The Bible 
does that by honoring stories from the margins and stories about people 
living on the margins. 

Our challenge as a progressive congregation continues to be to listen to the 
alternative stories around us that “wake” us from our lethargy to act on 
behalf of those who have no access. We are called to tell their stories so that 
those who rule the world will have to listen and be held accountable. We also 
must continue to tell the story that there is a Christian witness that is open 
minded and open hearted, comfortable with questions and the complexities 
of life, a Christian witness that is not just about personal salvation but about 
what it means for love to be public. May we all have the faith to continue to 
be this story and tell this story at Sixth, in these trying, difficult, discouraging 
times. 

Peace! 

Vincent 

October 2017 



CROP Hunger Walk 
October 8 

It Will Soon Be CROP Walk Sunday! 

On Sunday, October 8, Sixth Church will join with other communities in the East End to participate 
in the CROP Hunger Walk, which is sponsored by Church World Service (cwsglobal.org). Church 
World Service has a steady, on-going presence around the world, relating every day to those in need, 
providing services to refugees and developing projects to help people become food secure. 

This year the walk called “Pittsburgh East” will celebrate its 40th year of walking to END HUNGER 
ONE STEP AT A TIME. 25% of what we raise is returned as grants to East End Cooperative 
Ministries and Wilkinsburg Community Ministry. 75% goes to the hunger and development 
programs of Church World Service. Check the poster in the chapel to see some of the innovative 
ways CWS helps to make communities more stable and food secure. 

None of us could do this alone; it is truly an effort which embraces the small contributions of many 
people. Each year about 20 people from Sixth Church participate. Will you join us this year? 
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You can sponsor our team with a 
donation on line! Go to 
www.crophungerwalk.org/
pittsburghpa. 

The walk will include options for 
those people unable to walk the 
full SIX miles. THIS YEAR WE 
HAVE A ONE-MILE WALK 
MAPPED OUT AS AN 
ALTERNATIVE. In other words, 
you can choose your own personal 
challenge. There will be lots more 
information forthcoming, and in 
the meantime, if you have 
questions, please ask Sue Koehler 
or Pam Twiss. 

Wilkinsburg Community Ministry 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry is always accepting, but especially in need now of cereal with red berries, 
sanitary pads and tampons, razors and shaving cream, and canned goods, especially soups. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/pittsburghpa
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/pittsburghpa
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Sixth Church and God’s Creation 
I have two news items for October. The first is that Myra Kazanjian and I will be participating in the Climate 
Reality Leadership Training, taking place this month right here in Pittsburgh! Several of us from Sixth saw Al 
Gore's latest movie, 'An Inconvenient Sequel' when it opened here in early August. For me, watching 
together with a theater full of enthusiastic environmentalists, the experience was like getting a bucket full of 
cold water in the face: time to wake up! The movie is in fact full of water: melting from glaciers, filling the 
streets of Florida towns (previewing what happened with much more force in September), and noticeable by 
its absence in places where there are drought and forest fires. All these are symptoms of the climate crisis, 
and I decided that now's the time for me to get involved more directly. 

Since I've been accepted for the training, I've been meeting other participants. Some are from Pittsburgh, 
many are from places across the U.S., and a good number are coming from other continents. While there 
seem to be plenty of participants who are employed directly in organizations involved with climate change, 
many, like myself, are volunteers, interested in doing what we can with our own individual talents and 
drive. That seems very real to me: we all are creating climate change, and each one of us has a part to play in 
diminishing it.  

The other news is that we now have a place to take styrofoam: Appliance Warehouse. It's at 523 Bingham 
Street on Pittsburgh's South Side. They're open 9 - 5 every day except Sunday, when they're closed. We will 
not take styrofoam here at church, just as we don't take plastic bags or items collected by Pittsburgh's 
recycling program. Please keep your styrofoam and when you have enough to fill a bag or two, take it 
directly over to the Appliance Warehouse. Thanks! 

—Nora Johnson 

Report from Farm Aid 
 
The national Farm Aid concert was held September 16 
at Key Bank Pavilion in Burgettstown. For 32 years, 
the concert has raised money to give grants to more 
than 300 nonprofits that help struggling farmers across 
America. To quote Willie Nelson, “family farmers 
bring us good food, protect our soil and water, and 
strengthen our country.” Nelson serves on the Farm 
Aid board of directors, with other performers such as 
Dave Matthews, Neil Young, and John Mellencamp. 

In addition to a day full of musical performances, 
Farm Aid featured the HOMEGROWN Village with 
dozens of exhibitors and demonstrations of seed-
saving, how to pickle foods, making seed balls for 
gardening, composting with worms, and more. Several exhibitors explained how fracking damages land and 
water supplies near farms, and what new pipelines can do to farmland. Pennsylvania, Ohio and West 
Virginia farmers were represented, plus national organizations. See www.farmaid.org for more on the issues 
and opportunities facing farm families. 

Access to high-quality food is a right. Eat (and vote) your zip code! We can all help build strong strong food 
systems in our communities by supporting local growers and sellers at farmer's markets, small neighborhood 
grocery stores, etc. The 2018 Farm Bill is coming up for a vote: for more information, see 
www.nasda.org/50268.aspx. 

—Heather Lyle  

Lukas Nelson, photo by Heather Lyle 



Notes from Session, September Meeting 
CLERK’S REPORT 

Worship Attendance: 87 on 8/20, 94 on 8/27, 95 on 9/3, 150 on 9/10, 113 on 9/17 and 99 on 9/24.  

FINANCE 

Income for the month of August was $29,718.72 and for the year was $236,417.20. Expenses for the month were 
$24,988.02 and for the year were $$234,297.78. 

HOUSE 

Elder Leslie Kaplan updated the Session on the current building projects. She shared information about the 
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation. The deadline for our application is December 1. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Elder Lauren Ward updated the Session on the negotiations with the fundraising firms. Linden Partners has 
withdrawn their application. Church Campaign Services and Generis references were discussed. A motion 
was made to hire Church Campaign Services to conduct a feasibility study in the winter of 2018. The first 
portion of the fee will be paid with a recently unexpected surplus in 2016 pledges. The remainder of the fee 
will be paid out of funds hopefully generated out of the 2017 stewardship campaign. It was seconded and 
approved. 

Report from Presbytery 

The Presbytery voted to dissolve the Greenfield Presbyterian Church effective October 31, 2017 at its 
September stated meeting. Pending the approval of the Presbyterian Foundation, Greenfield’s Permanent 
Endowment Fund will follow its members to Sixth Presbyterian Church. 

Nashville/Denver Statement 

After much discussion about how to respond, no action was taken, but a further discussion on how we 
respond in real time to controversial statements will be a part of the October Session meeting. 

COMMITTEES 

Worship 

The Pastor shared his concerns about the Prayers of the People format. After some discussion it was decided to 
try the suggestions of the Pastor in addition to several suggested by Session.  

Elder Verna Robinson requested that people bring in food from their country of origin for the Fellowship Hour 
on the Sunday of World Wide Communion. 

The next Session Meeting will be October 25, Wednesday, 7:30 pm. 
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Women’s Weekend, 2017 

A Note from Music Director Gail Luley 
I have been a choir director for 40 years and a church choir 
director for 35 years. This fact is astounding to me as I write it 
down. From time to time I evaluate this “job” and think about its 
pros and cons. For this article I have decided to share with you 
what I like about being a choir director in general and at Sixth 
Church specifically. 

I like being a church choir director because I love church choral 
music. I love selecting the music and working within the church 
lectionary. The lectionary tells a story, a story of which I never 
grow tired. It is the story of the human condition and God’s 
connection to this condition. The music that supports the story is 
abundant, powerful and often sublime. Each year, I look forward 
to visiting the themes of the lectionary and matching them with 
music. 

I like being the Sixth Presbyterian Choir Director because the 
choir members are so devoted, sensitive and knowledgeable. 
They respond to music with emotion and skill. And they are so 
motivated to communicate music to their fullest potential. Their 
enthusiasm and talent makes it a pleasure for me to teach them 
music and then perform it. Finally, truth be told, I have become 

very attached to choir members over the past 20 years. They are my people. 



CPR/AED Training Coming To Sixth 
Sixth Presbyterian will once again conduct CPR/AED training from the American Heart Association this fall at 
the church. You will learn how to perform CPR on an adult or a child and how to operate an Automated 
External Defibrillator (AED) like the one we have installed at the church just outside the Chapel.  

The training session will be held Saturday, October 14th, 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. The cost is $20 and will be 
collected at the beginning of the session. After completing the training, participants will receive a two-year 
certification. 

Those of you who participated in the training provided in 2015 should consider doing so again as your 
certification will expire in October, 2017. This training is open to everyone, members and non-members. Please 
pass the word to your friends and family! 

To register, you can complete the form in the bulletin and drop it in the collection plate or you can contact 
Larry Van Dyke at 412-721-9348 or LVANDYKE@EXCITE.COM.  

Please register by Sunday, October 8th.  
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Stewardship Breakfast, Save the Date 
Please join us to kick off our 2018 Stewardship season with a breakfast at the church from 9:30 to 10:45 am on 
Sunday, November 5. In these unsettling times, this year's theme will focus on our call as a progressive 
congregation to live out the values of justice, inclusion, and equality. We can look to Esther as an inspiring 
example "for such a time as this" (Esther 4:14).  

For 2018, we hope to raise $320,000 to meet the needs of Sixth for worship, ministry, education, fellowship, 
outreach, and church upkeep. We look forward to seeing you on November 5 to celebrate the special place that 
Sixth is and the important work we wish to continue! 

Peace, 

Lauren Ward, Chair of Stewardship 

Second Annual Educator Prayer Breakfast 
Blessed Be Educators will be hosting its second annual Educator 
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, October 21, at St. Maximillian 
Kolbe Parish Banquet Hall in Homestead. This is to honor all 
current and retired educators: early childhood, elementary, 
secondary, university, special needs, childcare, after-school, and 
Sunday School. 

The event is free, though registration is required by Wednesday, 
October 18. Children are welcome. 

Contact Mary Ann Hvizdos at mahvizdos@verizon.net or 412-807
-1611. 
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Youth 
Happenings 

October 
Sunday School: Sunday school class for junior 
and senior high is held each week (10 - 10:45 am) 
upstairs in Jenny Newman’s new office (formerly 
Gail’s music office). Join Amy Whipple and 
special guest stars for discussion on the week’s 
scripture passages, current events, and other 
assorted topics. There will be donuts and drinks! 

Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha: Youth are 
invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy 
Mocha on Murray Ave. from 6 to 7:30 pm on 
Thursdays, October 5, 12, 19, and 26. 

 Questions? Contact Jenny Newman at  

(412) 720-6392 or Jenny@Sixthchurch.org 

Adult Education: The 

Belhar Confession  
Ruling Elder Peter Gilmore will be leading a three-week 

study and discussion on the Belhar Confession. Please 

meet in the Parlor at 10 am. Oct. 1, 8 and 15.  

Join us to hear about our June 2017 
mission trip to El Porvenir, Nicaragua. 
Our mission team will share their 
experiences from their time at the coffee 
cooperative, show pictures, and share 
updates on the community and how our 
support and mission dollars from Sixth are 
being used. We will also hear from our 
friends from Building New Hope who will 
talk about their connection with El 
Porvenir and their work in Pittsburgh and 
in Nicaragua.  

Sharing our Mission: Nicaragua 2017  
Tuesday, October 17, 2017  

7 pm in the Chapel 

Coffee for Sale 
We have coffee for sale! Stop by the church office to 
buy a bag of coffee from our mission partners in El 
Porvenir!  

Regular or dark roast ground or whole bean  $13 

Decaf ground or whole bean $14 



October 2017 — Events and Birthdays 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

Matt 
Cummings 

Kyle Esbin 

10:00 am, 
Adult Study: 
Belhar 
Confession 

10:00 am, 
Nominating 
Committee 
10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship  

12:00 pm, 
Church & 
Community 

12:00 pm, Rite 
Flu Shot Clinic 

8:00 pm, NA 

2  

Kevin 
McCann 

7:00 pm, Knit 
Night (off-site) 

7:00 pm, NA 

3  

Claire Bertolet 

Kirk Howe 

4  

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

5  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

6  7  

Erik Fogt 

1:00 pm, 
Fiberarts 
Guild 

7:00 pm, NA 

8  

10:00 am, 
Adult Study: 
Belhar 
Confession 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

2:00 pm, 
CROP Walk 

8:00 pm, NA 

9  

7:00 pm, NA 

10 

Patty 
Halverson 

Metta Loyd 

 

  

11  

7:00 pm, 14th 
Ward 
Democrats 

7:15 pm, 
Deacons 

12  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

13  

2:30 pm, 
Fiberarts 
Guild 

14  

9:00 am, CPR 
Training 

10:00 am, 
Course in 
Miracles 
(outside 
group) 

7:00 pm, NA 
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October 2017 — Events and Birthdays, continued 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

15  

10:00 am, 
Adult Study: 
Belhar 
Confession 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship  

1:00 pm, End 
of Life 
Seminar 

2:00 pm, 
Alopecia 
Support 
Group 

2:00 pm, Circle 
of Faith 

4:00 pm, 
Bachtober Fest 

8:00 pm, NA 

16  

Lori King 

7:00 pm, Knit 
Night (off-site) 

7:00 pm, NA 

17  

7:00 pm, 
Sharing Our 
Mission: 
Nicaragua 
2017 

18  

Helen Franz 

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

7:15 pm, 
Deacons 

19  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

20  

Jenny 
Newman 

21  

7:00 pm, NA 

22  

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

23  

Stuart Gaul 

7:00 pm, NA 

24  25  

7:30 pm, 
Session 

26  

6:00 pm, 
Career Links 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

27  28  

10:00 am, 
Course in 
Miracles 
(outside 
group) 

7:00 pm, NA 

29  

Stuart Gaul, 
Jr. 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

30  

7:00 pm, NA 

31  

Peter Koehler 

        



“I'm so glad I live in a world where there are Octobers.” ― L.M. Montgomery  

“October had tremendous possibility. The summer's oppressive heat was a 
distant memory, and the golden leaves promised a world full of beautiful 
adventures. They made me believe in miracles.” ― Sarah Guillory  

“October is a fine and dangerous season in America, a wonderful time to 
begin anything at all. You go to college, and every course in the catalogue 
looks wonderful.” ― Thomas Merton 

“There is no season when such pleasant and sunny spots may be lighted on, 
and produce so pleasant an effect on the feelings, as now in October. The 
sunshine is particularly genial.... It seems to be of a kindly and homely 
nature. And the green grass, strewn with a few withered leaves, looks the 
more green and beautiful for them. In summer or spring, Nature is farther 
from one's sympathies” ― Nathaniel Hawthorne  

Food for Thought... 

The Deadline for the 
November newsletter is 
October 15th. Please email 
articles and announcements 
to Amy in the church office 
(office@sixthchurch.org).  

You can also put printed 
copies on her desk.  

Thank you! 

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we 

acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our 

Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper 

understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation. 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412-421-2752 

office@sixthchurch.org 

www.sixthchurch.org 
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