
November 
Worship and 
Preaching 

November 5ñEsther 4, 
òDecisive Hoursó 

November 12ñRev. Sarah 
Robbins preaching 

November 19ñMatthew 
25:14-30, òThe 
Whistlebloweró  

November 26ñMatthew 
25:31-46, òHoly Needsó  

 

What the 
Pastorõs Reading 

¶ When in Romans: An 
Invitation to Linger with 
the Gospel According to 
Paul by Beverly Gaventa 

 

When the 
Pastorõs Away 

Pastor Vincent will be on 
Study Leave from 
November 6-12. In the event 
of a pastoral emergency, 
please contact Myra 
Kazanjian. 

Sixth Sense  
From the Pastor 
The Esther story in the Old Testament has always captivated me because it is 
a story that makes sense to our post-modern ears. God is never present in the 
story, but God is always acting behind the scenes, providing the characters in 
the story with wisdom and courage.  

The key moment in the story, of course, occurs when Esther is challenged by 
her uncle Mordecai to take advantage of her position as the queen, risk her 
life, and intercede to save her people, the Hebrew people. When Esther 
hesitates, Mordecai challenges her with these famous words:  

òIf you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and 
deliverance will rise from another quarterébut you and 
your fatherõs family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you 
have come to royal dignity for such a time as this.ó (4:13-14)  

There comes a time when the whole drama of our lives turns upon some 
decisive hour. It is often an opportunity to act that places everything at risk 
that you spent the first part of your life trying to build. It is a tremendous 
opportunity, but we might be reluctant to act because the choice is not 
without risk, sacrifice, and cost.  

We live in a time when things are falling apart in our country and there is no 
center to hold them, a time when the best lack all conviction and the worst 
are filled with passionate intensity. It is a time for a congregation like Sixth to 
boldly stand and proclaim that Godõs desire is for justice, mercy, and 
kindness. It is a time for us to live out our values of inclusion, earth care, and 
hospitality. To be silent, to retreat, to escape, would be to squander our 
decisive hour. In the avalanche of lies and the destruction of our public life, 
we need to be bold as a community of faith, upholding Godõs call to welcome 
the stranger, feed the hungry, and defend the widow and the orphan.  

That is why I am going to respond to the Sessionõs challenge and raise my 
2017 pledge by 5% so that the ministry of Sixth can continue to be 
prophetic and pastoral in these harsh times.  I hope that you will join us for 
breakfast and worship on Sunday, November 5, and bring your 2018 
commitment card, so that we can begin to lay the foundation for the work 
that God has given us to do.  

Peace! 

Vincent 

November 2017 



A Year of Changes In and Around the Building  
In the past year, you've no doubt seen contractors at church. We've been busy making many necessary repairs 
to make the church a safe, comfortable, and inviting place. Projects completed to date include: 

¶ Refinishing all the oak front doors and surrounds (below, left)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Refurbishing the menõs bathroom off the narthex 

¶ Augmenting and maintaining the gardens (right)  

¶ Replacing and releveling the concrete tile walkway by the 
back door (below, left)  

 

¶ Fixing our stormwater sewer drains to prevent flooding, including a new outside drain and concrete work 
(above, right) 
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