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May 

2017 10 years ago I traveled to the Holy Land with 30 mid-career pastors. While we 
were in Jerusalem, we went to a room that, according to tradition, is the place 
where Jesus celebrated his Last Supper with the disciples. Over the centuries, the 
Crusaders and others have done all they could to spruce up the room. But it is 
still just a room. And yet when our little group read this text, paused to pray, and 
sang the Doxology, we all knew that we were on holy ground. Why? By standing 
in a place that was at least near the place where the sacrament began, our eyes 
were opened to the grace we were given.  

The building wasn’t inherently spiritual. It was made spiritual by what 
happened there. And according to the incarnation of Jesus Christ, spirituality 
happens in places, including buildings, where grace is received. 

That is my vision of our own sacred space at Sixth. There is nothing more 
inherently spiritual about our sanctuary than the Rite Aid across the street. But 
when you walk into this sanctuary, something happens to you that is very 
different than when you enter a convenience store. What is that something? It is 
both the history and the expectation that this is a room where we come to find 
grace. Just being in the room opens your eyes to the holiness that is also present 
in every Rite Aid, your office cubicle, and every place you spend your life during 
the week. 

The same expectation is true of the renovations our elders are considering. We 
are thinking about the need to address deferred maintenance, and the need to 
respond to the growing ministry that is happening at Sixth. We want our 
beautiful facility to continue to be a place for experiencing loving fellowship, 
hospitality, education, and worship. It is the community that will occur within 
them that opens our eyes to God’s grace. 

As Jesus demonstrated in the Upper Room, you have to prepare a room to 
receive grace. Sometimes you even have to renovate it. Christ is still with us. But 
we gather in places to see that. And that is why the church has always taken 
buildings seriously. 

In the coming months, our leadership will be talking more with you about the 
need and the opportunity we have to make be good stewards of our sacred 
space.  

He is risen! 

Vincent 

 

May 7—Ken White preaching 

May 14—John 14:1-10, “Show Us” 

May 21—More Light 20th Anniversary, Ruling 
Elder Kate Davoli preaching 

May 28—Acts 1:6-11, “When It’s Hard to See Jesus” 

May Worship 
and Preaching 
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Lenten Book Project – A Huge Success  
The Deacons would like to thank everyone who contributed to our Book project of collecting books for 
Wilkinsburg Schools. We collected 205 books! The selection of books depicting children of color was amazing. 
The books were delivered to Kelly Elementary and Turner Elementary Schools this week. The principals of 
both schools were delighted and feel they will be beneficial for their students. 

—Pam Howe 

Save the Date: Women’s Weekend at 
Crestfield Retreat Center, September 22-24 
This year our Retreat leader will be Rev. Sarah Robbins. The topic will be Resilience and Resistance. 

As Sarah describes it: 

Through scripture, prayer stations, and group activities we will explore how God calls and equips 
us to embrace resilience in the face of fear and despair, and embrace resistance in the face of safety 
and complacency.  

We will be in "conversation" with recent texts from Carol Howard Merritt, (Healing Spiritual 
Wounds) Anne Lamott (Hallelujah Anyway) and Rick Ufford-Chase (Faithful Resistance). 

Rev. Sarah Robbins is an at-large teaching elder in Pittsburgh Presbytery. She has served as pastor 
to two churches and currently serves on the Presbytery’s COM as well as in leadership of the 
Unglued Church Project. She is married to another teaching elder. Together they have one child and 
two basset hounds. 

The committee is looking into ways to include more women this year. Stay tuned for some different options 
than in the past. If you have any suggestions, please contact Pam Howe at howepjs@yahoo.com or 412-343-
7438. 

mailto:howepjs@yahoo.com


M AY  Page 3 

What We’re Fixing in the Kitchen 
Kitchens. They help make a home more inviting, and we couldn’t live without them. At Sixth, the downstairs 
kitchen is a gathering place where we regularly prepare meals for our faith community. In just a few months, 
we’ve held a Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper, a Maundy Thursday meal, and a large reception after Easter 
morning worship. All told, we probably serve a thousand meals each year with this kitchen. And while we 
may be entering the summer season, when we use this area less intensively, this room is still very important to 
outside groups who will continue to gather in our church from June through August.  

Have you seen Sixth’s kitchen lately? The appliances in our kitchen are old at 30 years and up. We’re 
renovating, albeit slowly. The oven just got a new thermocouple so that it can heat food properly. The peeling 
paint on the ductwork has been scraped away by Peter Koehler (thank you!). And the floor plumbing has been 
repaired -- at considerable cost and effort -- so that we shouldn’t face damaging kitchen floods any longer 
every time it rains. But there’s much 
more to be done. Plaster needs to be 
repaired, and the walls and cabinets 
need to be repainted. The kitchen 
floor tile also needs to be replaced.  

The House Committee is taking stock 
of needed repairs and upgrades 
throughout the church, and the 
kitchen is one area where we are 
paying special attention, given the 
importance of this space to the life of 
the church. 

Do you have ideas for the kitchen 
that you’d like to share? If so, please 
contact House Committee Chair 
Leslie Kaplan at 
bezbeads@verizon.net. 

—Lauren Ward  

What We’re Reading 
The most memorable book I read in 2016 is Secondhand Time, an oral history of the past twenty-five years in 
Russia, the post-Soviet era of such promise and failure. Svetlana Alexievich, the 2015 Nobel laureate in 
literature, is a journalist who has documented those years with what must have been thousands of 
interviews to arrive at a montage of voices, voices of the most ordinary and powerless people.  

The voices add up to a composite picture that is heartbreaking. Alexievich’s real gift is in getting people to 
open up to her. Most of the stories center on the promises of the Gorbachev and Yeltsin years. Their hope 
had been for socialism “with a human face,” but that’s not what was delivered. If there’s one overwhelming 
impression from these Russian voices, it is a longing for the old Soviet times, with its mighty army and 
global power. If Putin had thought of it, he might have found success in printing up some hats which say 
“Make Russia Great Again.” 

—Sue Koehler 
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Notes from Session, May Meeting 
Worship Attendance: 133 on 3/19, 140 on 3/26, 140 on 4/2, 150 on 4/9, and 217 on 4/16. 

No one present is able to go to the May 4 Presbytery Meeting. 

Finance: The financial report for March was reviewed by Elder Erik Fogt. The income for the month was 
$63,550.92 and for the year was $118,468.82. The expenses for the month were $40,897.12 and for the year 
$110,187.48.  

Elder Fogt reported that the Financial Review for the year will be done in June.  

House: Elder Leslie Kaplan stated she is beginning to get bids on the projects that need to be completed and 
decide on the priority of getting the work completed 

A motion was made to take $60,000.00 from the surplus funds (#296 on the balance sheet) and designate it as 
seed money toward the Capital Campaign and authorize the House Committee to spend it on designated 
projects on the infrastructure. The motion was seconded and carried. 

Stewardship: Elder Lauren Ward stated that she would have a dinner at her home on May 20 and invite 
church members to come and hear about projects which need to be done at the church and about a possible 
Capital Campaign to be held in the fall. 

Personnel: A motion was made and carried to approve the Pastor’s vacation time (7/24 to 30, 8/21 to 27 and 
study leave time 7/31 to 8/6) (7 days vacation remaining, 14 days study leave remaining). 

A motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve the Website Policy Update with thanks to Heather 
Vallone. 

People expressed prayers and they concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Moms Demand Action has asked to have their yearly meeting on the front lawn of the church. The Gun Safety 
Committee will decide whether they wish to be involved. 

Earthcare Sunday will be April 23. 

Christian Education: The Pastor will lead a study on Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race at 
the 10 o’clock hour on April 30, May 7, and 14 and conclude on Tuesday, May 23. 

May 21 is More Light Sunday. 

The next Session Meeting will be on the fourth Wednesday, May 24. This is a trial date prior to changing the 
Session Meeting date so that we can be sure of having the Financial Report available. 

Next Executive Committee Meeting: May 21, 2017, Sunday, 10 am.  

Next Session Meeting: May 24, 2017, Wednesday, 7:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Millie Barnes 
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Supported by Church & Community:  
MHY Family Services 
MISSION: “The Mission of MHY Family Services (MHY) is to promote the safety, health, education and 
spiritual wellbeing of youth and families.” MHY is committed to providing a sanctuary to help youth, families 
and adults heal and cope with psychological and traumatic experiences. MHY provides a safe and connected 
community where clients and staff actively engage in treatment that encourages recovery, healing and growth. 

PROGRAMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS: MHY provides comprehensive residential treatment and 
educational programming for hundreds of boys and girls, ages 9-18, each year. Additionally, MHY supports 
youth, families, and adults through specialized community service programs. MHY Family Services is 
accredited by the Council on Accreditation (COA), signifying that the MHY organization meets standards of 
quality set forth by the accrediting body. Programs include:  

Residential and Clinical Services through their Diversion and Acute Stabilization Program (DAS), 
Residential Treatment Facilities (RTF), and Group Home services 

Community Services, including Multisystemic Therapy Program (MST), Intensive Community Monitoring 
Programs, and High Fidelity Wraparound Services 

Educational Services through Longmore Academy, on the MHY campus. Longmore offers an array of 
academic services to regular and special education students, as well as tutoring and GED services. 
Longmore Academy is monitored by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and is a Licensed Private 
Academic School 

Through intensive, individualized and group therapeutic services, MHY staff work to help ameliorate the 
behavioral and emotional issues and barriers that prevent youth from succeeding in home, school and 
community settings. The youth that are referred to MHY are among the most difficult to work with and treat. 
MHY has a dedicated professional and paraprofessional staff, who work with the children to promote positive 
social skills, moral reasoning skills and independent living skills.  

PREBYTERIAN HISTORY AND SIXTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH INVOLVEMENT: Since 1878, MHY 
Family Services has met the ever-changing needs of at-risk youth, families and adults. MHY Family Services 
has evolved from a modest orphanage, begun as a response to need, by the Presbyterian Women of Pittsburgh 
and Allegheny. In the 1950’s as changes were made in the delivery of services, the organization was named 
United Presbyterian Home for Children. In the 1990’s it became Mars Home for Youth, then in 2012, in 
recognition of further evolution in services, became MHY Family Services. Throughout these changes, the bi-
laws of the Boards of Directors and Trustees maintained the requirement that 51% of their members be 
Presbyterian. Up until 2015, the Boards maintained an all-female tradition. Our first male member of the Board 
is Peter Watt-Morse. 

Sixth Church has a long history of involvement with MHY, primarily through the many members who have 
served on the Board of Directors and/or the Board of Trustees. Jane Fox was on the Board for many years, and 
recruited many of us from Sixth. Those who have served are, Margaret Miller, Nancy Wells, Louise Ford, 
Barbara Parees, myself and Peter. 

PERSONAL THOUGHTS: MHY Family Services is a non-profit organization, and as such, relies on financial 
support and donations to fill in some of the gaps of funding. Last year’s delayed Pennsylvania budget put a 
large hole in funding as well, and recovery has been difficult. Recruiting staff, especially Residential Advisors, 
has also been an issue at MHY-most staff who are there are dedicated and often move up in the organization. 
It seems that fewer young adults seem interested or willing to work with such a difficult population. Some 
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reorganization has been done to promote the safest and most therapeutic programming for the residential 
population. 

Shortly after I joined the Board of Directors, Lisa Shiller was hired as the Executive Director of MHY Family 
Services. She is a positive and skilled leader who works tirelessly to promote and improve the services of 
MHY; to establish and maintain relationships with groups and individuals who help support the mission 
through financial support, donations, and volunteering; and to deal with crises as they arise. 

As chair of the Program Committee, I have gotten to know the management staff of Residential Services, Dawn 
Crissman, Community Services, Lukas Carothers, and Longmore Academy Principal, Mark King, and am most 
impressed. Each is a dedicated supervisor, with thorough knowledge of their staff, the clients served, and the 
treatment model of MHY. They and the staff have the opportunity for on-going professional development and 
education, including updated information on the LGBTQ youth/adults that they might serve. 

MHY is currently exploring the feasibility of an extended stay intervention program for girls. The current 
stabilization program is 28 days, which is often not enough time. Their residential staff is being trained in 
current best practices, with the therapeutic community finally recognizing that a different treatment approach 
is more effective with a female population. We are hoping that this training and focus will also encourage 
those with an interest in women’s issues to consider employment for this exciting challenge. 

—Kathi Robinson-Dassel 

Note: This is the third in a series of articles that will be published in the Sixth Sense each month to acquaint the members 
and friends of Sixth Church with the organizations that the Church and Community Committee supports with our funds 
for locally directed missions. Previous articles highlighted the work of Just Harvest and the Pennsylvania Interfaith 
Impact Network (PIIN). 

Spring Study: Waking Up White and Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving 

At the 219th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA in 
Portland, OR, this summer, Co-Moderators Jan Edmiston (a white 
female pastor) and Denise Anderson (a black female pastor) called 
church members and congregations to engage in a churchwide 
reflection on race by reading Debby Irving’s gripping story about 
becoming aware of she had been “socialized” as a white person. Debby 
Irving wrote this book, because for 25 years, she sensed inexplicable 
tensions in her personal and professional relationships with people of 
color. As a colleague and neighbor, she worried about offending people 
of color she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator, she 
didn’t understand why her diversity efforts lacked traction. As a 
teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students and families 
of color left her wondering what she was missing. Then, in 2009, one 
“aha” moment launched an adventure of discovery and insight that 
drastically shifted her world view.  

Our study will be co-lead by Dr. Kolb and members of the Anti-Racism 
Task Force of Pittsburgh Presbytery. They have completed two years of 
training (supported by Sixth) and are now working with congregations 
to come to grips with race. The classes will be on Sundays at 10am on 

April 30, May 7, 14, and 21, downstairs in the Ridinger Room. Come join us! 



Sixth Church and God's Creation 
Nora Johnson asked me to write for the newsletter, 
and to introduce myself. I am a new church 
member, but a 30-year member of the Sierra Club. 
After reading The Sea Around Us by Rachel Carson, 
I first became aware of environmental issues. 
Today I support the Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association, which is doing great things in the 
creek's watershed area of Frick Park, eastern 
Pittsburgh, Swissvale, Edgewood, and 
Wilkinsburg; see www.ninemilerun.org. 

After moving to Swissvale three years ago, I began 
taking Osher at Pitt classes, especially any focused 
on the outdoors or the environment. Recently I 
completed the excellent “Sustainability Pioneers” 
course, taught by Dr. Patricia DeMarco and Kirsi Jansa. View their sites at patriciademarco.com and at 
www.sustainabilitypioneers.com. Pat is an environmental advocate, as is Kirsi, who creates short 
documentaries. Sustainability Pioneers has a Facebook page, too. 

I serve on the Swissvale Shade Tree Advisory Committee, reporting to Borough Council. Our goal is to 
improve the street tree canopy of Swissvale by getting grants to plant trees. Fall 2016 saw us and other 
volunteers planting 14 trees. We also applied for Tree City USA status for Swissvale. The Borough was 
approved as a Tree City and we will hold our first celebration on May 20, during Swissvale Community Days. 

One of the best things to do for your neighborhood is to plant 
a diversity of deciduous trees! See more information from the 
Arbor Day Foundation at www.arborday.org. 

Increasing development has reduced spaces for wildlife. We 
can create a chain of habitats in our yards for birds, butterflies, 
bees and other pollinators, simply by planting native shrubs 
and perennials that insects and birds like. Add a water source 
such as a bird bath, and each yard becomes a much-needed 
refuge. Penn State Extension and PA Dept. of Conservation 
and Natural Resources offer advice on planting. A book by 
Douglas Tallamy, Bringing Nature Home, also details what to 
plant in our region. 

Coming up: Phipps Conservatory's May Market, May 12-13. 
Hours are Fri. 9:30 am-7 pm and Sat. 9:30 am-5 pm. Support 
Phipps and find plants that will thrive here! Many farmers' 
markets start in May, providing fresh products without the 
wasteful packaging found at grocery stores. 

Rev. John Creasy recently spoke at Sixth about Garfield 
Community Farm, which he directs. The urban farm begins 
volunteer workdays on Sat., May 6. See 
www.garfieldfarm.com. 

—Heather Lyle 
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http://www.sustainabilitypioneers.com/
http://www.garfieldfarm.com
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Youth Happenings, May 
 

“Food for Thought”—Sunday school class for junior and senior high is held each week (10-10:45 am) at 
Bruegger’s.   

Confirmation Class—The Confirmation Class will be meeting in the parlor on Sunday, May 21 from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m.  

Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha—Youth are invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy Mocha on 
Murray Ave. from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays, May 4, 18, and 25. 

Contact Jenny Newman at (412) 720-6392 or Jenny@Sixthchurch.org 

Nicaragua 2017: Another Way To Share in Our Mission 

Sixth Presbyterian Church has been visiting the community of El Porvenir (The Future) in Leon, Nicaragua, for 
nearly seven years.  El Porvenir is a cooperative of organic, fair trade coffee farmers.  About 42 families live on 
the farm and work the land. 

The partnership we have built with El Porvenir has allowed us to develop life-long relationships, learn about 
the Nicaraguan culture, the history of the United State's involvement in Central America and explore our own 
faith and our own call as followers of Christ. We are excited that this year's group traveling to Nicaragua will 
include friends from Building New Hope, the Pittsburgh organization that has been purchasing coffee crops 
from El Porvenir and selling it locally .  The group travels to Nicaragua from June 25 -July 3. 

We want to take you along!  If you would like to help support this Summer’s mission please consider making 
a donation and sending us a photo. We will make a “Flat_____” version of you to take along on the trip.  

Please send donations and photos to: 
Nicaragua Mission 2017 
Sixth Presbyterian Church 
1688 Murray Ave. Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217 

Photos can be emailed to Jenny Newman at 
Jenny@sixthchurch.org.  

You can also make a one time donation through 
our E-Give link at www.sixthchurch.org.  Be sure 
to note the donation is for “Nicaragua Trip 2017”  

In addition to donation to cover trip expenses 
and support for el Porvenir, we will be collecting 
donations of art supplies (sketch pads, 
watercolors, charcoal, etc. ) and first 
aid/medical supplies (band aides, alcohol swabs, 
first aid creams, etc. ) for the community at El 
Porvenir.  Please bring all donated items to Jenny Newman in the Sixth Church office. Please contact Jenny 
Newman or Sara Berg for questions about donated items.  

Most importantly, we ask for your prayer support. Prayer is the fuel that will allow us to be successful as we 
follow God's lead in ministry in Nicaragua.    

Flat Peter Kaplan! 
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Christian Education 
Announcements! 
Please be reminded that our last day of Sunday 

school is May 28. Nursery Care and Extended 
Session will be available each week throughout 
the summer beginning June 11.  

Graduate information needed! We will be 
recognizing graduates at this years Picnic in the 
Park on June 4. Please let us know who is 
graduating this year, from where, and what’s 
next! Please send any info via email to Jenny 
Newman at Jenny@Sixthchurch.org. 

VBS: Save the dates! Mark your calendars for our 
Vacation Bible School program which will be 
held this year from 5:30 to 7:30 on Fridays in July. 
This year’s dates are July 14, 21,  and 28, More 
information to come.   

Confirmation class members volunteered to cook and 
serve dinner at East End Cooperative Ministry in April  

 

The Sixth older elementary Sunday 
school class participated in Squirrel 
Hill Clean Up Day (above left)  

Parents and kids visit learning 
stations during the Palm Sunday 
Family Potluck (above).  

Celebrating Earth Day! (left) 
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May 2017 — Events and Birthdays  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1  

Tom 
Cummings 

7:00 pm, Knit 
Night (off-site) 

7:00 pm, NA 

2  3  

Sharon Van 
Dyke 

6:30 pm, 14th 
Ward 
Democrats 

4  

Jan Maxwell 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
at Crazy 
Mocha 

7:30 pm, Choir 
practice 

5  6  

7:00 pm, NA 

7  

9:50 am, 
Sunday School 

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

2:00 pm, 
Alopecia 
Support 
Group 

5:00 pm, PIIN 
Banquet 

8:00 pm, NA 

8  

7:00 pm, NA 

9  10  

11:00 am, 
Presbyterian 
Women 

3:00 pm, 
Fiberarts 
Guild 

7:15 pm, 
Deacons 

11  

6:00 pm, 
Worship 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
at Crazy 
Mocha 

7:30 pm, Choir 
practice 

12 

Leslie Kaplan 

  

13  

Family Retreat 
at Crestfield 

10:00 am, 
Course in 
Miracles 
(outside 
group) 

7:00 pm, NA 

14  

Family Retreat 
at Crestfield 

Gail Luley 

9:50 am, 
Sunday School 

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:30 pm, 
Executive 
Committee 

8:00 pm, NA 

15  

7:00 pm, Knit 
Night (off-site) 

7:00 pm, NA 

16  17  

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm, 
Session 

18  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
at Crazy 
Mocha 

7:30 pm, Choir 
practice 

19  20  

6:00 pm, 
Stewardship 
Dinner 

7:00 pm, NA 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

21  

David Wood 

Maggie 
Ritchey 

Mikki 
Danielson 

9:50 am, 
Sunday School 

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:00 pm, 
Church & 
Community 

12:30 pm, 
Confirmation 
Class 

8:00 pm, NA 

22  

7:00 pm, NA 

23  

Erin 
Cummings 

24  25  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
at Crazy 
Mocha 

7:30 pm, Choir 
practice 

26  

Karl Greenley 

27  

10:00 am, 
Course in 
Miracles 
(outside 
group) 

7:00 pm, NA 

28  

9:50 am, 
Sunday School 

10:00 am, 
Adult Sunday 
School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

29  

7:00 pm, NA 

30  

Cliff Johnson 

31  

Marnie 
Bertolet 

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

      

May 2017 — Events and Birthdays  



We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, 

we acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we 

celebrate our Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a 

deeper understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation. 

The Deadline for the June newsletter is May 15th. Please email articles and 
announcements to Amy in the church office (office@sixthchurch.org). You can 
also put printed copies on her desk. Thank you! 

Food for Thought… 
“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.” ― Margaret Atwood  

“It is spring again. The earth is like a child that knows poems by heart.” ― Rainer Maria Rilke  

“If people did not love one another, I really don't see what use there would be in having any 
spring.” ― Victor Hugo  

“I enjoy the spring more than the autumn now. One does, I think, as one gets older.” ― Virginia Woolf  

“I suppose the best kind of spring morning is the best weather God has to offer.” ― Dodie Smith  

“Spring shows what God can do with a drab and dirty world.” ― Victor Kraft  

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Phone: 412-421-2752 

Email: office@sixthchurch.org 

Website: www.sixthchurch.org 

Dated Material – Do Not Hold 
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