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April 

2017 “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” Mary, John 20:13 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the one and only event in Jesus’ life that was 
entirely between him and God. There were no witnesses whatsoever. No one on 
earth can say what happened inside that tomb, because no one was there. They 
all arrived after the fact. Two of them saw clothes. One of them saw angels. Most 
of them saw nothing at all because they were still in bed that morning, but as it 
turned out that did not matter because the empty tomb was not the point. 

The tomb was just a shell with a neat slit down its back. The living being that had 
once been inside of it was gone. He could have stayed put, I guess, sitting there 
all pink and healthy between 2 piles of clothes so that everyone could come in 
and see him, but that is not what he did. 

He had outgrown his tomb, which was too small a focus for the resurrection. The 
risen one had people to see and things to do. The living one’s business was 
among the living, to whom he appeared not once, but many times. Every time he 
came to his friends they became stronger, wiser, kinder, more daring. Every time 
he came to them, they became more like him. 

Those appearances cinch the resurrection for me, not what happened in the 
tomb. What happened in the tomb was entirely between Jesus and God.  

In the end, that is the only evidence we have to offer those who ask how we can 
possibly believe. Because we live, that is why. Because we have found, to our 
surprise, that we are not alone. Because we never know where he will turn up 
next. Here is one thing, however, that helps: never get so focused on the empty 
tomb that you forget to speak to the gardener! 

Happy Easter! 

Vincent 

 

April 2—John 11:1-45, “Through” 

April 9—Palm/Passion Sunday, Mark 14:32-36, 
“When the Answer is No” 

April 16—Easter, Matthew 28:1-10, “Standing 
Tall on Shaky Ground” 

April 23—Earth Care Sunday, Leviticus 25:1-17 
“Rogation” 

April 30—Rev. Susan Rothenberg Preaching 

April Worship 
and Preaching 
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Meet Our New Members! 
 

Janet Kanaskie came to us by Reaffirmation of Faith.  She grew up in the 
Catholic Church in Shamokim, PA. She was Baptized and Confirmed 
there.  

She is currently pursuing a Master Certification in Agile Project 
Management while working full time as a Project Manager  She is also 
working very hard caring for her Mother  who still lives in Eastern PA in a 
Nursing Home. 

Her favorite  hobbies are photography for fun: making card, pictures and 
gifts.  she enjoys water coloring and sketching.  She travels whenever it is 
possible.  She enjoys Theater, the Symphony, Ballet, Museum exhibits. 

When asked what she liked about Sixth Church she said the welcoming 
and open spirit of Sixth. 

 

 

Heather Lyle came to us by Letter of Transfer from the United 
Methodist Church in Blairsville, PA.  She grew up in Blairsville. 

She was confirmed in the church in Blairsville but has not attended 
since she was a teenager.  Heather is a retired librarian. 

She moved to Pittsburgh three years ago. 

Heather’s favorite leisure pursuits are gardening, reading, art and 
community service. 

When asked what she liked about Sixth Church, she stated it is a 
progressive church and very affirming.  Her special interests are 
working for the environment, social issues and justice issues. 

 

 

Meghan Jones transferred her membership from the Elm Park United Methodist Church in Scranton, PA to 
Sixth Church. 

Meghan is from Clarks Summit, PA.  she is currently pursuing her MSN at Waynesburg University.  She 
works as a Registered Nurse Clinician at UPMC St. Margarett. 

Her hobbies are yoga, being with family and friends, gardening, traveling and movies. 

Meghan stated that her journey at Sixth has been a beautiful one.  She loves the beliefs and initiatives that are 
currently taking place here. 
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Kyle Esbin transferred his membership from Elam Methodist Church in Glen Mills, PA. 

Kyle grew up in glen Mills.  He is a auto Mechanic.  To have a happy and healthy family is his goal. 

Kyle enjoys working with his hands: building and fixing things.  He like working on anything with an engine. 
landscaping and working on cars and boats. 

He came to Sixth Church because his fiancée started coming here and he joined her. 

 

 

Joe Ashenden’s hometown is Butler, PA.  He transferred his Certificate 
of membership to us from The First Methodist Church of Sterling, 
Virginia.  His occupation is a Speech Therapist for the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools. 

His favorite leisure pursuits are reading, movies and Theater is 
Pittsburgh. 

When asked what he liked about Sixth Church, he stated he likes the 
beliefs supported by this church (inclusion, diversity) as well as the 
sense of community within this neighborhood. 

About the Locally Distributed Portion 
of Our Peace & Global Witness Offering  
At our March 5th meeting, the Church & Community Committee considered three proposals for the use of 
local funds from previous Peace & Global Witness offerings.  

The first was to support efforts by the Standing Rock Sioux to stop the construction of the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. The recommendation was to allocate funds, to be matched by the Peacemaking Ministry Team of 
Pittsburgh Presbytery, for upcoming legal challenges to the construction of the pipeline, and for the legal 
defense of those who have participated in the struggle. 

A second was to support the work of the Israel/Palestinian Mission Network of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) on behalf of Palestinian rights and a just peace for both Israelis and Palestinians. 

A third proposal was to contribute to the refugee resettlement work of Church World Service. Prospects for 
that program are currently unknown and chaotic as CWS faces the likelihood of massive cutbacks in federal 
funding in conjunction with reduction in support for refugees entering the U.S. 

While recognizing the value of focusing its assistance on one cause to maximize impact, the committee also 
felt the need to demonstrate its strong support for all three proposals. Ultimately, the committee voted 
overwhelmingly to divide the local portion of Sixth’s Peace & Global Witness offerings equally between the 
three initiatives. 

—Tom Twiss and Sue Koehler 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pghpresbytery.org%2Fjustice%2Fpeacemaking.htm&data=01%7C01%7Cttwiss%40pitt.edu%7C27e53d9854d94c1c824908d46d4babf6%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1&sdata=iniMeAKHKvmov3cFUSCTMcdknthkuwn8
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pghpresbytery.org%2Fjustice%2Fpeacemaking.htm&data=01%7C01%7Cttwiss%40pitt.edu%7C27e53d9854d94c1c824908d46d4babf6%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1&sdata=iniMeAKHKvmov3cFUSCTMcdknthkuwn8
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnew.israelpalestinemissionnetwork.org%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cttwiss%40pitt.edu%7C27e53d9854d94c1c824908d46d4babf6%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1&sdata=B639bOx2CSFC5B6vbCbo2QwDRIvHY1kuOGHtwoQ6K
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnew.israelpalestinemissionnetwork.org%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cttwiss%40pitt.edu%7C27e53d9854d94c1c824908d46d4babf6%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1&sdata=B639bOx2CSFC5B6vbCbo2QwDRIvHY1kuOGHtwoQ6K
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcwsglobal.org%2Four-work%2Frefugees-and-immigrants%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cttwiss%40pitt.edu%7C27e53d9854d94c1c824908d46d4babf6%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1&sdata=Q70vr0rJEOIz9pzrIIRo8tDQ9tK
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Notes from Session, March Meeting 
Worship Attendance : 120 on 2/19, 136 on 2/26, 125 on 3/5, and 112 on 3/12. 

Five persons joined the church on March 5: Janet Kanaskie by Reaffirmation of Faith and Joseph Ashenden, 
Heather Lyle, Kyle Esbin and Meghan Jones by Certificate of Transfer. 

Finance: The financial report for February was given by Elder Erik Fogt. He stated pledges are a little behind 
this month. From the printed Financial Report the income for the month of February was $20,234.21 and for 
the year $54,917.90. The expenses for the month of February were $69,290 and for the year $58,844.50. The 
treasurer reports that although the income for the month of February seems low, we also received two very 
generous gifts of stock which were sold but the income is not yet reflected in the Balance sheet. 

House: Elder Leslie Kaplan reviewed her written report. The Sembower contract is finished and inspected. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the amended Building Policy. 

Sanctuary Update: Elder Tom Twiss reported that Kate Davoli led a discussion about the Sanctuary Movement 
in the Church and Community meeting. After discussion no decisions were made. 

Website Policy: Elder Heather Vallone reviewed “Use of Sixth Church Website.” This will have more work 
done on it. 

Mapping The Congregation—Gun Safety: This will be used to make people aware of their elected officials if 
the request it. 

Worship: A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Rev. Susan Rothenberg preach on Sunday, 
April 30. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Rev. Ken White to preach on Sunday May 7. 

Christian Education: A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Dr. Kolb and the Anti-Racism 
Team of Pittsburgh Presbytery leading a study on Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race at a 
to be determined time. 

Next Executive Committee Meeting- April 16, 2017, 10 am. (Subject to Change) 

Next Session Meeting - April 19, 2017, Wednesday, 7:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Millie Barnes 

CORRECTION: In the last 
Sixth Sense in the financial 
report, the January expenses 
were mistakenly reported as 
$6,870.39. The expenses 
were actually $34,592.64. 

Final Lenten  
Justice Speaker 

On April 2, John Creasy will give a front-line 

report from the struggle of the Sioux nation 

to stop the Dakota Access Pipeline. Last 

November, Rev. Creasy visited and 

participated at the Oceti Sakowin resistance 

camp in South Dakota. Rev. Creasy is the 

Associate Pastor for the Open Door, director 

of Garfield Community Farm, and a member 

of the Pittsburgh Presbytery Peacemaking 

Ministry Team. 
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In the Light: More About Our Stained Glass Windows 
Winter light is never fun. Lately the spring light has been diminished by snow squalls, and I’m restless, as I’m 
sure many of you are, for some brighter light. Well, April is coming. We should be seeing sunnier days even as 
we get ready for a historic, 20thanniversary of our More Light designation in May.  While many of us are 
anxious about our current society’s attitudes towards More Light congregations, we have another “light” 
concern, perhaps more pedestrian to some minds, but nonetheless an important one to address. We need to 
talk about our windows, yes the ones that let the Pittsburgh light into our sanctuary each Sunday! They are 
old, beautiful, and in jeopardy. The paint around the trim is almost gone, and a number of them have holes 
and cracks, damage that needs attention. In some cases, the windows are buckling at their bases, indicative of 
their advanced age and the fact that we may need to have these spots fixed as well so that the glass 
everywhere once more lies flat. 

What’s the big deal about stained glass windows? Well, if you’ve walked around Pittsburgh lately, you’ll see 
that several of our churches are in such a state of disrepair and neglect that their once beautiful stained glass 
windows are broken or missing altogether. This bothers me because church congregations once took such 
great care to install and tend to these windows. The light through them bathed worshippers at Christmas, 
marriage ceremonies, memorial services, congregational meetings, baptisms, and so much more.  

At Sixth, our windows are lovely, but would not be considered ostentatious by any means. The primary color 
is green. In the sanctuary, just take a look, and you’ll see going up the windows that they go from an abstract 
set of hues at their base to a discernable pattern, with lilies representing the resurrection and vibrant colors at 
the top. I checked with Rev. John McCall, our pastor emeritus, and he reminded me that the solid, bright colors 
near the ceiling could represent the following: white for purity, blue for peace, and red for the blood of Christ. 
Look closely and you’ll see an alpha and an omega, the beginning and the end. At the base of the windows, a 
few panes have been marked in memory of significant elders and former ministers.  One of them, Joseph Gray, 
is said to have been a former Allegheny assistant sheriff who tried – but failed – to stop the Pinkerton uprising 
at the end of the 19th century.  

As you move throughout the church, you’ll see a greater use of purple, white, yellow and teal colors. Who 
knows why specific colors were chosen for the Sunday School rooms, for example, or why there are designs 
specific only to some of the smaller windows, like the one behind the coat rack in the Narthex. This window, 
by the way, was of special importance to several male choir members, 
who used to take care to MOVE the coat rack each Sunday before 
services because they wanted people to enjoy the beauty of the light 
through this small stained glass masterpiece! 

We need to protect and repair our windows for future generations to 
enjoy. The House Committee is currently looking into what it will take 
financially to make this happen. Just as we raised funds to refurbish the 
organ and replace the roof, so too must we look ahead to raising the 
money necessary to preserving this very special asset. By caring for the 
windows, we will be building on the generosity and faith of 
earlier church members as we continue to worship in Jesus’ light, just as 
they did.   

Stay tuned for more updates. And please let me know if you have more 
stories about the windows. I’d love to hear about them. 

Peace, 

Lauren Ward, Stewardship Chair 
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Supported by Church & Community: 
Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN)  
The Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) is a network of over 40 congregations and other 
organizations in Southwestern Pennsylvania committed to drawing together people of faith to act powerfully 
on local and regional issues of justice and fairness. These congregations and organizations represent 
Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, and Islamic faith traditions. Through the processes of community-building, 
working with politicians and policy makers, direct action, and negotiation, PIIN seeks to transform our cities 
and neighborhoods to achieve the beloved community.  

Under the leadership of Pastor Vincent Kolb and the PIIN Core Team (Mary Crossley, Millie Barnes, Peter 
Gilmore, Pam Howe, Marnie Bertolet, Lori Swensson, Heather Vallone, and Peter Kaplan have all participated 
in the Core Team), PIIN has become an important focus of Sixth Church’s social justice work. 

PIIN is also an affiliate of the Gamaliel Foundation, an international network of more than 60 local and 
regional congregation-based organizing groups. Gamaliel was founded in 1986 to train community and faith 
leaders to build political power and create organizations that unite people of diverse faiths and races. Gamaliel 
seeks to build strong metropolitan and statewide organizations, train individuals for leadership, and organize 
civic engagement campaigns around issues such as civil rights of immigrants, education, jobs and economic 
development, and transportation equity. Three members of Sixth Church – Mary Crossley, Pam Howe, and 
Peter Kaplan – have participated in Gamaliel’s national leadership training. 

PIIN Accomplishments 

PIIN’s three major task forces – Education, Public Safety, and Ratepayer Justice – can all point to major 
accomplishments in recent months. 

The premise of the Public Safety Task Force is that public safety is a right that everyone should share. The 
Public Safety Task Force seeks to ensure that our communities have positive relationships with our police, that 
no one is subject to harassment, and that police violence doesn’t endanger our families and youth. In the past 
two years, the Public Safety Task Force has won expanded police officer training, revisions to Police 
Department recruitment practices, better data tracking police actions, and a new body camera policy to 
enhance police accountability. 

The Public Education Task Force fights for a public education system that is fully funded and provides a high-
quality education for every public-school student. In Pittsburgh, the Education Task Force is working to create 
community schools where kids get a high-quality education, and have access to social services for themselves 
and their families. Recent accomplishments of the Education Task Force include the adoption of a community 
schools policy by the Pittsburgh School District, preventing corporate education reformers from derailing the 
Pittsburgh Public School Board’s hiring of Superintendent Dr. Anthony Hamlet, and the adoption of a fairer 
funding formula for state tax dollars devoted to education. 

The Ratepayer Justice Task Force and its partner, the Clean Rivers Campaign, saw that a federal mandate to 
reduce the discharge of sewage into our rivers has the potential to burden the community with permanently 
high water and sewage rates. These high rates could fall disproportionately on households least able to afford 
them, jeopardizing families’ ability to pay for water and even remain in their homes. The Ratepayer Justice 
Task Forces has worked with the Clean Rivers Campaign to urge a less-costly green-first approach to solving 
this problem.  

The Task Force has also taken the lead to ensure that ratepayers—especially low-income residents—aren’t 
stuck with water bills they can’t afford to pay. The efforts of the Ratepayer Justice Task Force have led to the 
creation of a consumer assistance program to help low-income residents with the ALCOSAN bills, and a 
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commitment from City and County leaders to a green-first infrastructure. Pastor Vincent Kolb is the Chair of 
the Ratepayer Justice Task Force. 

On October 1, 2016, PIIN launched Sacred Conversations on Race + Action, a series of congregation-based 
discussions designed to provide a safe space to discuss race and racism in our country and our communities. 
During the months-long series of discussions, congregations, including Sixth Church, are reflecting on our 
experiences, challenging one another to expand our own levels of personal awareness, and ultimately, act. 

As an organization, PIIN is committed to dismantling structural racism in its many forms. To do this, PIIN and 
its members understand that we must first understand how racism impacts us, our friends and family, and our 
congregations. 

The kick off on October 1st brought together the participating congregations for an overview of the Sacred 
Conversations on Race series as well as an introduction to structural racism, implicit bias, and privilege. Since 
then, these congregations, including Sixth Church, have held their own sacred conversations. Peter Gilmore 
and Marnie Bertolet supported this work by serving as moderators for several of these discussions at other 
congregations. 

PIIN Annual Banquet 

PIIN’s major source of funds is the annual banquet, which will be held on Sunday, May 7 from 5 pm to 8 pm 

at the Westin Convention Center Hotel in downtown Pittsburgh. Entitled, “Living the Beloved Community”, 
the PIIN banquet provides an inspiring review of the past year and a preview of goals for the coming months. 
It’s also a great opportunity to meet a diverse group of people who share your passion for social justice. 

You can support the important work of PIIN by attending the banquet (tickets are $55 apiece), being an event 
patron (various levels of support), or by purchasing an advertisement in the program book (ad rates range 
from $125 to $600). Some members of the congregation have joined forces to place a group ad. Please contact 
Peter Kaplan (412-244-9214 or pghpeter@verizon.net) or Pastor Vincent Kolb. 

(Note: This is the second in a series of articles that will be published in the Sixth Sense each month to acquaint the 
members and friends of Sixth Church with the organizations that the Church and Community Committee supports with 
our funds for locally directed missions). Last month’s article highlighted the work of Just Harvest. 

Getting Busy with the Choir for Palm and Easter Sundays 

Church choirs are busiest during December and again during the two weeks before Easter. What does this 
mean for members of the Sixth Church choir as we approach Easter? First, it means more music, second it 
means longer rehearsals. 

Why more music? We sing an additional anthem during both the Palm Sunday and Easter services, or an 
Introit and two anthems. We also participate in the Maundy Thursday service, which takes place on our 
usual rehearsal night of Thursday. To make up for this lost rehearsal night, we add 30 minutes to three 
rehearsals prior to Palm Sunday. We also add a Saturday rehearsal the day before Easter. We do this to 
share something special on these high holy days, to borrow a term from our Jewish friends. 

If this sounds like a big commitment for choir members, that is because it is. Your choir is committed to 
offering its best all year long, but especially at Easter and during December. What would our services be 
like without choral music? Imagine this the next time you are worshipping on Sunday morning. And 
remember that music is not magic. It happens because those of us responsible for making music during 
worship care about offering our best, to you and to God. 

—Gail Luley, Director of Music 
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Your Child Belongs at Crestfield This Summer 
Do you have a child who wants to spend a week at Camp Crestfield this summer, but you are concerned 
about the cost? The Deacons are offering partial scholarships for children whose parents feel they can’t af-
ford to pay the full amount. 

To apply for this scholarship, contact me by phone (412-422-2249) or by e-mail (crafty34@comcast.net). Do it 
soon because the weeks are filling up and the price goes up in April! 

—Louise Craft  

Spring Study: Waking Up White and Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving 

At the 219th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA in 
Portland, OR, this summer, Co-Moderators Jan Edmiston (a white 
female pastor) and Denise Anderson (a black female pastor) called 
church members and congregations to engage in a churchwide 
reflection on race by reading Debby Irving’s gripping story about 
becoming aware of she had been “socialized” as a white person. 
Debby Irving wrote this book, because for 25 years, she sensed 
inexplicable tensions in her personal and professional relationships 
with people of color. As a colleague and neighbor, she worried about 
offending people of color she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts 
administrator, she didn’t understand why her diversity efforts 
lacked traction. As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out 
to students and families of color left her wondering what she was 
missing. Then, in 2009, one “aha’ moment launched an adventure of 
discovery and insight that drastically shifted her world view.  

Our study will be co-lead by Dr. Kolb and members of the Anti-
Racism Task Force of Pittsburgh Presbytery. They have completed 2 
years of training (supported by 6th) and are now working with 
congregations to come to grips with race. The classes will be on 
Sundays at 10am on April 30, May 7, 14, and 21, downstairs in the 
Ridinger Room. Come join us! 

Mark Your Calendars 

Palm Sunday Family Potluck 

5 to 7 pm  
Sunday, April 9 in the Chapel 

Bring a dish to share and join us for fellowship, crafts and Holy Week activities for all ages.  

Hosted by the Christian Education Committee.  

mailto:crafty34@comcast.net


Sixth Church and God's Creation 
Whoops!  In last month's newsletter, there was some very wrong news: in  fact, our recycling bins and boxes 
are actually no longer to be found in the men's choir room!  They've been moved downstairs to what used to 
be the men's room outside the Ridinger Room, as you might have noticed from signs near the Murray Avenue 
entrance that direct you.  So please bring your techno-trash, binders, batteries, energy bar wrappers, scotch 
tape dispensers, bathroom waste items, and writing implements downstairs.  The only things we're still 
collecting in the men's choir room are heavy items like TVs and computers.  Speaking of TVs, LET US KNOW 
if you want to drop one off!  We can't recycle it if we don't know who you are.  And thanks for your continuing 
support! 

The EPA is under attack by Trump's budget proposal.  They want to cut EPA's budget by a third, eliminate the 
Clean Power Plan, and drastically reduce spending on pollution reduction, alternative energy, and national 
parks.  The Church and Community Committee is supporting two organizations who are working to oppose 
these measures: Penn Environment and the League of Conservation Voters.  Consult their websites to find out 
more and take action! 

Here at Sixth, we'll celebrate Earth Day on Sunday, April 23. 

CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) farms are planting their acreage, and it's time to sign up for a share!  
If you're interested in farm-ripe fruits and veggies all during the summer, look through the list below and see 
if this might be something for you! 

Here are some CSAs used by Sixth people: 

Blackberry Meadows blackberrymeadows.wordress.com  
Churchview Farm churchviewfarmpgh.com 
Clarion River Organics www.clarionriverorganics.com  
Dillner’s  www.dillnerfamilyfarm.com 
Edible Earth  edibleearthfarm.com 
Harvest Valley  www.harvestvalleyfarms.com 
Kretschmann  www.kretschmannfarm.com  
One Woman Farm www.onewomanfarm.com  
Penn’s Corner  www.pennscorner.com 
Who Cooks for You whocooksforyoufarm.com     

For more lists of CSAs:   

Edible Allegheny - http://edibleallegheny.ediblefeast.com/shop/pasas-western-pennsylvania-csa-guide 

PA Association for Sustainable Agriculture - 
https://www.pasafarming.org/files/2016PennsylvaniaCSAGuide.pdf 

Visit Pittsburgh -http://www.visitpittsburgh.com/restaurants-culinary/farmers-markets/pittsburgh-csa/ 

—Nora Johnson  

Good attendance in public demonstrations helps change policy!  Lawmakers are paying attention 
to big crowds, so please come to Washington, DC, Saturday, April 29 for the People's 

Climate March! 
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mailto:mail@edibleearthfarm.com?subject=Contact%20Edible%20Earth%20Farm
http://edibleallegheny.ediblefeast.com/shop/pasas-western-pennsylvania-csa-guide
https://www.pasafarming.org/files/2016PennsylvaniaCSAGuide.pdf
http://www.visitpittsburgh.com/restaurants-culinary/farmers-markets/pittsburgh-csa/
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Youth Happenings, April 
“Food for Thought”—Sunday school class for junior and senior high is held each week (10-10:45 am) at 
Bruegger’s.   

Service Project—Youth will be cooking and serving dinner for East End Community House on 
Wednesday, April. 4. Please meet in the church kitchen at 5 pm to cook. We will be heading to EECH about 
6:20 to serve at 7. Transportation from Sixth to EECH will be provided.  

Confirmation Class—The Confirmation Class will be meeting in the parlor on Sunday, April 23 from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m.  

Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha—Youth are invited for coffee and conversation at Crazy Mocha on 
Murray Ave. from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays, April 6, 20, and 27.  

Contact Jenny Newman at (412) 720-6392 or Jenny@Sixthchurch.org 

Nicaragua 2017: Another Way To Share in Our Mission 

Sixth Presbyterian Church has been visiting the community of El Porvenir (The Future) in Leon, Nicaragua, for 
nearly seven years.  El Porvenir is a cooperative of organic, fair trade coffee farmers.  About 42 families live on 
the farm and work the land. 

The partnership we have built with El Porvenir has allowed us to develop life-long relationships, learn about 
the Nicaraguan culture, the history of the United State's involvement in Central America and explore our own 
faith and our own call as followers of Christ. We are excited that this year's group traveling to Nicaragua will 
include friends from Building New Hope, the Pittsburgh organization that has been purchasing coffee crops 
from El Porvenir and selling it locally .  The group travels to Nicaragua from June 25 -July 3. 

We want to take you along!  If you would like to help support this Summer’s mission please consider making 
a donation and sending us a photo. We will make a “Flat_____” version of you to take along on the trip.  

Please send donations and photos to: 
Nicaragua Mission 2017 
Sixth Presbyterian Church 
1688 Murray Ave. Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217 

Photos can be emailed to Jenny Newman at 
Jenny@sixthchurch.org.  

You can also make a one time donation through our E-Give 
link at www.sixthchurch.org.  Be sure to note the donation is 
for “Nicaragua Trip 2017”  

In addition to donation to cover trip expenses and support for 
el Porvenir, we will be collecting donations of art supplies 
(sketch pads, watercolors, charcoal, etc. ) and first aid/medical supplies (band aides, alcohol swabs, first aid 
creams, etc. ) for the community at El Porvenir.  Please bring all donated items to Jenny Newman in the Sixth 
Church office. Please contact Jenny Newman or Sara Berg for questions about donated items.  

Most importantly, we ask for your prayer support. Prayer is the fuel that will allow us to be successful as we 
follow God's lead in ministry in Nicaragua.    

Flat Peter Kaplan! 
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Sixth families are invited for a time of fun and fellowship 
at Camp Crestfield.  Plan to arrive at Camp Crestfield at 
10 a.m. Saturday and we will conclude with a casual 
worship service on Sunday morning.  

Families will be staying in Scott Lodge and meals will 
include lunch and dinner Saturday and breakfast on 
Sunday.  We will have a campfire, a hayride and other 
activities including rock climbing and canoes.  

To register, please fill out the registration form below and return it with payment to Jenny Newman in the 
church office by Sunday, April 2.  

Questions? Contact Jenny at 412-720-6392 or Jenny@sixthchurch.org 

Family Overnight Retreat 2017 

May 13-14 

Cost: 

$75 for families of 2 
$100 for families of 3 
$125 for families of 4 or more 

Note: The actual cost of the retreat 
$65.25 per person for ages 11 and up, 
$35.25 per person for ages 5 to 10. 
Children age 4 and under are free. If 
the actual cost for your family is less 
than the amount listed above, please 
pay the lower amount!  

We have financial help available if  
needed. Contact Jenny Newman for 
more info. 

 

Amount Paid     

Retreat Registration 

Names: (Please list all family members attending & ages of children) 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

Contact Information (Phone, email )  

     
          

Please list dietary and/or 
physical restrictions for any 
of your family members 
attending: 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 
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April 2017 — Events and Birthdays  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1  

Sue Koehler 

Diana Wood 

7:00 pm, NA 

2  

David 
Rothenberg 

9:50 am, 

Sunday School 

10:00 am, 

Adult Sunday 

School, John 

Creasy/ 

Standing Rock 

11:00 am, 

Worship 

12:15 pm, 

More Light 

Committee 

(Parlor) 

1:00 pm, Can't 

Keep Quiet 

Singers 

8:00 pm, NA 

3  

7:00 pm, Knit 

Night (off-site) 

7:00 pm, NA 

4  5  

11:00 am, Bible 

Study 

6:30 pm, 14th 

Ward 

Democrats 

6  

Kate Davoli 

Barb Parees 

6:00 pm, 

Youth Group 

(Crazy Mocha) 

7:00 pm, Choir 

practice 

7  8  

Sheila Kier 

10:00 am, 

Course in 

Miracles 

(outside 

group) 

7:00 pm, NA 

9  

9:50 am, 

Sunday School 

10:00 am, 

Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am, 

Worship 

5:00 pm, 

Family Palm 

Sunday 

Potluck 

/Easter 

activities 

8:00 pm, NA 

10  

Opal 
Middleton 

7:00 pm, NA 

11  12  

Peter Bower 

11:00 am, 

Presbyterian 

Women 

7:15 pm, 

Deacons 

13  

6:00 pm, 

Youth Group 

(Crazy Mocha) 

7:00 pm, Choir 

practice 

14  15  

10:00 am, 

Choir practice 

7:00 pm, NA 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16  

Meg 
Cummings 

9:50 am, 

Sunday School 

10:00 am, 

Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am, 

Worship 

12:30 pm, 

Executive 

Committee 

8:00 pm, NA 

17  

Kathy Heron 

7:00 pm, Knit 

Night (off-site) 

7:00 pm, NA 

18  

David Bennett 

19  

11:00 am, Bible 

Study 

7:30 pm, 

Session 

20  

6:00 pm, 

Youth Group 

(Crazy Mocha) 

21  

Jane Fox 

22  

10:00 am, 

Course in 

Miracles 

(outside 

group) 

7:00 pm, NA 

23  

Tom Juring 

9:50 am, 

Sunday School 

10:00 am, 

Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am, 

Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

24  

7:00 pm, NA 

25  26  

Tyler 
Middleton 

Russ Loyd 

Susan Nestor 

11:00 am, Bible 

Study 

27  

Frank Davoli 

6:00 pm, 

Youth Group 

(Crazy Mocha) 

7:30 pm, Choir 

practice 

28  29  

7:00 pm, NA 

30  

9:50 am, 

Sunday School 

10:00 am, 

Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am, 

Worship 

12:15 pm, 

Church & 

Community 

8:00 pm, NA 

            



We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, 

we acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we 

celebrate our Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a 

deeper understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation. 

The Deadline for the May newsletter is April 15th. Please email articles and 
announcements to Amy in the church office (office@sixthchurch.org). You can 
also put printed copies on her desk. Thank you! 

Food for Thought… 
“April is a promise that May is bound to keep. “ ― Hal Borland 

“April comes like an idiot, babbling and strewing flowers.” ― Edna St. Vincent Millay 

“April hath put a spirit of youth in everything.” ― William Shakespeare  

“April. Month of dust and lies.” ― Naguib Mahfouz  

“I shine in tears like the sun in April.” ― Cyril Tourneur 

“Every spring is the only spring—a perpetual astonishment.” ― Ellis Peters  

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Phone: 412-421-2752 

Email: office@sixthchurch.org 

Website: www.sixthchurch.org 

Dated Material – Do Not Hold 

Address Service Requested 


